<шоэ'птизэуэозәгоогзае> пешэ 169-2801 NSSI с005-882-01Ғ ` 
25206 МЭ А310 хэлрад»5с01 хой Оаххолләд ISP ey ззитебУ əjdo 


ЇУЅП 15195У3 ON 


i 


DDDI ON iSdOD LSIDVA ON 


әлош 9 y еоцое4 y OQLOUL x WHY x еїшпуу y оцциолэ9 


sisfjeuy je1uojog-nuy , обиод , eqno :ənssy зщ opisuy 


5рце}55мэч/56"5$ 


Е 


мозеэпрз рие ҷолеэѕәц MSM зз12еч-вчу зо еилпо[ 


Z661 пез $ хэачтам от әштол 


“(27551 ajqnop ay} 01 иошррр 
ul злэцто 23441) 1.1.1. fo 521551 аирлю4о то} 3A139234 ||US | SAƏGUISGNS Цу аоѕләмиир цішәг 
дно Burysow anssi әүдпор pads о әд 111m әрі], ay) шили 1, fo 27551 ухи ay] :әуои asvayg 
цим ш329 01 uonduosqns 21р эц р[пом под 2557 улгуи эуеотрш рие ‘syuardıoə1 
uondussqns 113 aq} Jo sassouppe pue ѕэшеи эці Joded до 3294$ oyesedes в по эјеоирш әтә 


14202 prg {ио әле suondussgns y3 [еиоцирре ‘ares 1$ геп8э1 ap ye st uoNduosqns 18 
181} ANO 10 имо Mog ‘шә о} YI пох Зипеорш Гуа шоу рге е IAAI squaidiooy 
IPAL ay? Butuan g 0} suonduosqns 318 mo aye |. {300ү sea [ре Зшлыше sdooy PY 418 ә эл) 


SA2LWU ЭМ! LIID AVYGIION TWIDAdS 


26206 VD UJ 12^тО ‘6601 хоя Od ‘LAVA :01 219242 $1эрло ќәиош 15/504 10 SIII IPW 


:3uoyd 1еш-9 
147 19101 т) 
:5591рру 

ING 


L661 ‘PZ ‘924 NYAS- чо pae se ‘пол uorssnosip эшае8еу{ voy AUD 

JANJ IP 02 JION [әецогуу Aq yooeds е јо оэрм эјпшш с̧у — шѕору Sunuvagsumy [ | 

—40- JINON [LYNN JOUp LLI {9 1008 ‘dd 05 — tamod anya $277 anu |] 
Ҳәо1оцо гпоќ Yooyo aseefd) шициол4 ‚пох yue, е se Зшмоцоу Iy) JO 
200 sapnjout osje 11 ZZZ JO $21402 ajdures 224} 3A132991 01 314094 ç 0} dn эшеи ose ued szaueısng 
uoneredaid ш мои st Хитешииио od uo poder y “Ino эшоо dap se 5310421 9129591 Ss LY Wd 
30 saidoo ‘Дру ои IM 5121121515 ‘QCg попіцоѕапѕу/йтцѕодшәш Burureysng | | 
“SN $2$ :иопіцоѕдпѕ uĝtə1oy 10 peuonmnsu] [ ] 
“LLL 30 sansst Apiayrenb moy 10} ¢[g :uondussqns sejndoy [ | 


jaquasqng ;әлцЕ HoA sup dəy dPH 


"э4эЧ\Э2 
JJQULALUN sis<jeue рие ѕмәи јо иопешашоо әшц рие элпоицетр е цим SISAN 151061-цие Зипох 
JO чоше1эиэ8 Mou e pue *12210е810 ое] ‘5лэризуэр это ‘syuapnys ‘з1энозий Зитцовол “[nyosn 
IOW 4294 12л2и SVY IPL; 241 Зизилпр рив ‘penuad 3218 pue 1э8иер 10918 Jo sau эле 9524. 


ләргә әр ‘пох ио Х|ализпоха puadap am ‘зэтризапз исѕгиеа 10 цолацо ‘иоцерипој ‘пезиэшилэлой 
‘эинофо> Aue зпоцим ayesado ayy `э88п1$ рие Аплерцоз ySnonp swəjqosd 2501 0} suonnjos 
1100 5218212115 01 pue adw pue шзцеифео чизцешооо ‘еочфошоц “wstxas ‘81901 JO SJA 
puw ЗИ! оці Зшѕодхә 0) poeoipop st LZZ "Алезллилие „01 SM Yorar Spuoys 
31001855015 © SI VONDINPJ P yosvasay ‘usiayry вроч-циу fo jousnor :әрир ays Suruanys 


«Чат IHL ONINUAL: OL З91ЧЭЅ9015 


pajsanbay U03410 ssoippy 


ОРТ “ON Vwd 
Vo 410 AMI 5501-25506 УЭ AND 4э^то 
$$0Т хоя ‘O'd 


изгуа 


pied aseisog ‘S'N 
aey mg 


The Economic, Social and Political Roots of Racism 


Anti-Colonial Analysis and Strategy 


by Michael Novick, People Against Racist Terror 


There are a number of different political perspectives evident 
within the anti-racist movement today. These tendencies exist 
inside Anti-Racist Action (ARA), as well as in other formations 


nazis or the state. 


and organizations. PART believes that Anti-Racist Action is, 


and ought to be, a multi-tendency, grass-roots network. There is 
plenty of room within it, and certainly within the broader 
movement for differing tendencies and’ perspectives to 
inter-relate and collaborate with each other, and with politically 
independent or undecided individuals, in joint actions and 
campaigns. ARA’s fundamental unity is being a direct action 


However, it is also important not to ignore these differences, but 
to deepen our understanding of the strengths, weaknesses, and 
particular contributions of each perspective. We should not be 
afraid, while seeking to build unity in action, to engage in 
constructive debate and criticism regarding our different points 
of view. As a contribution to this debate.and deepening 
understanding, 1 offer, оп них analysis 
of several different political perspectives in operation within 
Anti-Racist Action and, more broadly, in the anti-racist and 


s anti-fascist movement. 


_— Four Tendencies 


Roughly speaking, four different perspectives with substantial 
numbers of adherents can be recognized, One tendency, 
associated with Marxist groups, (in which we can include 
varieties of both Trotskyism and Maoism, even though they often 
see themselves as mutually incompatible), emphasizes the 
centrality of economic issues and Of capitalism as the 
underpinning and source of racism. This perspective sometimes 
tends to portray racism as simply or primarily a strategy of the 
rulers to divide the multinational working class. In its crudest 
form, it exhorts Blacks and whites to unite and fight, and lays the 
blame for racism simply on the bosses or the elite. A second 
perspective, associated with anarchist groups, tends to subsume 
racism under the rubric of authoritarianism, and to concentrate on 
attacking the state. A third analysis, focusing on the roots of 
white supremacy in white society and in the social invention and 
construction of the white race, calls itself the new abolitionism, 
and concentrates its efforts on getting white people to define 
themselves as race traitors in order to break down that social 
structure, Finally, a fourth and perhaps predominant point of 
view might be termed reformist, in that it downplays many of 
those broader economic, political and social issues in favor of 
concentrating on directly confronting and defeating organized 
racist and neo-nazi forces and groups. Beyond ARA, most of the 
more mainstream “anti-racist” groups certainly subscribe to this 
perspective, tending to perceive racist and fascist forces as a 
problem of “extremist fringe groups.” In my view, each of these 
outlooks has some strengths and certain weaknesses. 


For example, it is essential to have an understanding of the 
economic and class forces that help to produce and maintain 
racism and white supremacy as a material and ideological force 
in our society. Economic class (defined not simply by income 
level but in terms of one’s relationship to the production process) 
affects the way people experience and perceive issues, including 
racism. Economic class does create divisions within different 
racial and national groups. It affects how people see the problem 
and what solutions they propose. 


However, it is incorrect to reduce questions of racism and 
particularly white supremacy simply to “class” questions. Pious 
calls for working class unity ignore the real material differences 
between racial and national groups; they tend to equate 
institutionalized white racism and privilegeon the one hand, with 
Black hostility to paternalism on the other, as false consciousness 
and obstacles to unity. Such politics flatten out the distinction 
between the oppressed and the oppressor, or the exploited and the 
privileged, and cannot produce true unity. Such unity can only 
be based on solidarity, on respect for sovereignty and 


Private Property in Land 


In particular, doctrinaire “Marxists” fail to acknowledge the 
importance of land. Private property in land is one of the bases 
of class society, private wealth, and the formation of nation states, 
empires, and colonies. И is also a root of the intense 
environmental crisis our current system is creating, Some of the 
biggest differences between Black and white people in the U.S. 
— Greater than income or education, and growing across 
generations — is a difference in wealth. Whites, even white 
working people, are much more likely to own land, because of 
land give-aways by the state and red-lining by economic interests. 


In the United States, where the theft of Native land is the 
foundation of settler colonialism and of a great deal of racism, 
reducing racism to a question of economic class viewed as “the 
workers vs. the bosses” denies Native sovereignty and 
collaborates with the imperial social structure. So colonizer 
privileges and private land-holding are real material factors 
affecting the consciousness and actual class position of many 
working people, 


Racism is more than a bad idea in people’s heads — white 
working people, their parties and labor organizations have 
actively participated in and reinforced racial oppression and 
colonial domination. It is only by recognizing that privilege is 
intimately intertwined with oppression, and that the path to 
ending oppression and exploitation lies in attacking the entire 
edifice of colonialism and privilege, that white working people in 
large numbers can begin to break with that history, salvage the 
elements of struggle against oppression and for human tights and 
dignity for all, and fight for a better world free of racism. 


The Role of the State 


Similarly, an understanding of the role the state plays and has 
played in fomenting and sustaining racism is vital to anti-racism. 
ES 


anti-racist group that doesn’t rely on the state and is committed 
to non-sectarian defense of anti-fascists who are attacked by the 


Existing as it does in at least two-thirds of NAFTA (the U.S. and 
Canada), ARA has important contributions to make to the 
international struggle against racism and exploitation. ARA is 
one component of a growing movement against racism, within 
which there are many differences that should not prevent us 
from uniting as much as possible. 


Police abuse, brutality, and corruption, as well as the normal and 
“proper” functioning of the police in a colonial class society -- 
“serving” the elite corporate interest and “protecting” a corrupt 
and hierarchical social огдег--, serve to enforce and reinforce 
racism and white supremacy. Other state sponsored institutions, 
including the schools, the military, and the so-called welfare 
system, also serve to maintain racial divisions and racist 
oppression. However, focusing too exclusively on the state tends 
to negate the role of individuals and social groups. Also, it seems 
to demand of anti-racists that they immediately disavow ап; 
involvement with the state apparatus, and adopt an рану 
revolutionary stance. This will tend to cut us off from sincere 
anti-racists unwilling to take such a stance, 


The abolitionist perspective also makes important contributions 
to anti-racist activism, which it nonetheless attacks and 
distinguishes itself from. The founders of the new abolitionist 
theory specifically counterpose their view that the white race must 
be abolished, through the actions of white people, to anti-racism 

Despite this self-proclaimed opposition, abolitionism in fact offers 
important understandings to anti-racists about white supremacy 
and the role of the social structure in maintaining both racial 
privileges and oppression, However, this ideological tendency, 
because it focuses primarily on the consciousness and social 
behavior of white people, becomes like the tail wagging the dog. 
White supremacy, both as a consciousness and as a material 
reality of privileges, is based upon racial and national oppression, 
It will be abolished primarily through attacks upon that 
oppression, Also, like more orthodox forms of Marxism, the 
abolitionists discount the question of land and its private 
appropriation as a separate and somewhat independent form of 
capital from industrial production or finance, with its own set of 
social relationships. This negatively reinforces a tendency to see 
the “white гасе" as constructed only in distinction to Black 
people, and to discount the ongoing centrality of the expropriation 
and extermination of indigenous people in shaping white society 
and consciousness. 


Direct Action Against 
Conscious White Supremacists 


The great strength of the tendency to concentrate anti-racist forces 
on direct opposition to neo-nazi and organized racist groups like 
the boneheads, KKK, Aryan Nations, National Alliance, and 
similar formations is that it appeals immediately and directly to 
young people and others who are horrified by such groups, 
threatened by the violence and intolerance they promote, and 
intent upon taking organized action to stop them. This is an 
important reason for the rapid growth and expansion of 
Anti-Racist Action аз a national, direct action network of young 


people. However, there is a weakness associated with this 
perspective as well. It tends to be reactive as opposed to 
pro-active. 


By this, | do not mean that many Anti-Racist Action chapters do 
not engage in organizing and educational activities of their own. 
Rather, I mean that they do not have a positive social, economic, 
and political program that they stand for, in an affirmative way, 
to uproot and replace the racism they oppose. In АКА, there is 
the strength of militance and direct action, without a reliance on 
the state. But many others who take a "reformist" approach 
become apologists for state repression or seek the support and 
cooperation of entrenched corporate economic interests. These 
are potentially fatal flaws. 


People Against Racist Terror (PART) defines itself as an 
anti-colonial, anti-imperialist, anti-racist, anti-sexist organization. 
We believe that this perspective embodies the strengths and 
‘overcomes the weaknesses outlined above. Colonialism is central 
to the formation of social groupings, economic classes, political 
structures and racial oppression, privilege, and consciousness in 
the United States. Colonialism affects how people experience 
gender oppression, economic exploitation, homophobia and other 
social ills. ` 


In order to end economic exploitation, authoritarian political 
oppression, and social hierarchies and prejudices, we must 
undertake а conscious mental, physical, and spiritual 
decolonization. This means fighting for thesovereignty of Native 
nations. It means achieving independence and self-determination 
for Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and other colonized people and 
territories. It means recognizing that Black people have the right 
to run their own organizations, control their own communities, 
and determine their own destiny. 


Instead of attempting to reduce all contradictions to a single key 
that will unlock everything, this perspective recognizes the 
interrelationship of different forms of oppression, and the way in 
which capitalism and modern imperialism grew out of and built 
upon, without completely uprooting, earlier forms of oppression 
and class society, including male the so-called 
“aeaa divison cr bor and а А 
and the privatization of land. It recognizes that racism is, 50-10- 
speak, a four legged stool that rests upon economic exploitation, 
social hierarchies, political reinforcement, and the actions and 
strategies of conscious white supremacist and other racist forces; 
and that we cannot deal with any of these elements in isolation. 


Мо form of oppression can really be reduced or subsumed to a 
manifestation of any other. Anti-capitalist struggle will not 
automatically eliminate racism or sexism. National independence 
will not of itself eliminate economic exploitation. Women’s 
solidarity will not transcend racial and national divisions between 
women without conscious struggle against racism, privilege and 
national chauvinism. Economic acti 
better deal within the empire will never lead to the necessary 
break with the empire, but at best to reformist political activity 
that seeks to guide the empire with more “enlightened, humane” 
forms of colonialism and exploitation. 


The necessity for Anti-Colonial Action 


‘The anti-colonial perspective identifies the key role empire plays 
and has played in creating and maintaining the nation-state, 
corporate power, male privilege, and the social structure of white 
supremacy, It recognizes that new generations of organized 
racists are constantly being created by the social and economic 
privileges white people possess within the empire, and that these 
privileges, dialectically intertwined with oppression, also have 
contaminated and weakened progressive efforts among white 
people -- that white racism is a problem not only of the right but 
of the left. Recent disclosures of the role of Scandinavian social- 
democratic parties, architects of the welfare state in carrying out 
decades of “eugenic” sterilization of women in Sweden and 
Denmark to eliminate “undesirables, defectives and racial 
degenerates” drive this point home once again, as well as 
pointing to the intersection of race, gender and class oppression. 


This perspective understands that the system of private 
land-holding developed in Europe and imposed on the rest of the 
world by means of colonialism is a principal and ongoing basis 
for economic exploitation and racial division. The whole concept 
of flying а flag over a piece of territory -- one’s "озуп" or that of 
а conquered people -- is based on the continuing privatization of 
the commons. 


Anti-colonialism emphasizes that the social category of the white 
and elsewhere, but also in distinction to other indigenous people 
colonized іп the Americas and Oceania. И understands that 
construction was -- and is — carried ош not simply by “social 
interactions” but by genocide and land theft. It acknowledges that 
what we call fascism is characterized by the application of 
colonial methods of rule to the metropolis of the empire: and that 


simply designed to geta- 


_ creative and redemptive power of love. 


racism and colonialism are the keys to building the mass base of 
consent and participation in genocide and repression that fascism 
requires. 


Tactical Priorities to Unite Us 


Ап anti-colonial perspective points to several priority areas of 
organizing, activism, and education. Among these are support for 
political prisoners and prisoners of war within the United States 
and Canada; counter-organizing among young white people 
targeted for recruitment or intimidation by neo-nazis; opposition 
to police abuse, brutality, and corruption; defense of immigrants 
against scapegoating, of women against reactionary violence, and 
of gays against bashing and discrimination; cultural work against 
racism, sexism, and homophobia, which helps produce a culture 
and community of resistance, and active solidarity with the 
liberation struggles of oppressed peoples and nations inside and 
outside the United States, including material aid for prisoners of 
those struggles and organizations engaged in those struggles 


‘These priorities do not require that individuals, organizations, or 
coalitions attracted to work around them must agree with the 


anti-colonial politics of PART, PART has worked, and will. 


continue to work, with Marxists, anarchists, anti-racist 
skin-heads, pacifists, feminists, Black nationalists, religious 
people of every faith and denomination, feminists, and people of 
many political persuasions and affiliations. We have been able to 
do this without abandoning our principles because we understand 
the importance of constantly learning from our work, from our 
comrades, and even from our enemies. We understand that 
self-criticism is vital to anti-racists, that racism and chauvinism 
affect not only the right-wing but also the anti-racist and 
Progressive groups and individuals. We understand that as 
powerful as our enemy appears to be, we cannot surrender to fear 
or despair — because every empire in the history of the world 
has crumbled, and this empire 15 по exception. Any chain is only 
as strong as its weakest link. With all its ments and 
repressive capacities, this system has a chink in its armor 

based on hate and exploitation. We understand and rely on the 


We invite your feedback and responses to this article. Please write 


to: People Against Racist Terror (PART), PO Box 1055, Culver 
City CA 90232; tel: 310-288-5003; 8 
part2001@rocketmail com 


Special commemorative issue: Turning the Tide 


The next issue of Turning the Tide will mark ten full years of publication for this journal of anti-racist activism, research, and 
education. To commemorate this signal accomplishment of grass-roots, non-sectarian, anti-imperialist publishing, we will be 
producing a special commemorative edition, featuring articles from the entire 10-year history of the magazine. 


RESERVE YOUR ADVERTISING SPACE TODAY IN THIS SPECIAL ISSUE! 


This special double issue, Vol. 10, #4-Vol. 11, #1, Winter 1997-98 and Spring 1998, will also include greetings and congratulations 
from friends and supporters of People Against Racist Terror (PART) and Turning the Tide. We invite you to purchase such 
commemorative advertisements. (Subscribers will receive an extra issue on their subs to adjust for this double issue). 


Full-page ads will cost $100. Half-page ads are $60. Quarter-page ads are $35. Business card size ads are $20. Make checks or 


postal money orders payable to PART, PO Box 1055, Culver City CA 90232. 


This special double issue will revert to the 8-1/2X11 bound magazine format, with a heavy cover, that we used for about a year and 


a half. We anticipate that it will have at least 64 pages including the advertising content. If there are other types of ads, consistent 


with our editorial content, that you would like to include, such as for books, newspapers, or other publications, please send 


camera-ready copy to PART, along with your payment at the same rates indicated above. Thank you for your continued support 
and encouragement of PART and Turning the Tide. We look forward to another decade of successful publication, carrying us into 


anew millennium free of colonialism, racism, sexism, homophobia and all forms of exploitation and oppression. 


95 


——— 


Excerpts from remarks Бу geronimo at a July 26, 1997 “welcome home” rally in Los Angeles after his release from prison. 


Amandla! Free the Land! Revolution! Freedom! Uhuru Sasa — 
that means, Freedom Now! We come together as a united nation 


to fight against our problem. 


We're Africans, we can do 


anything. І want to give props to all our queens in struggle, and 
to my family, and to y'all, my extended family who sustained me 
through the years with your support. I've been out out of the 
penitentiary a little over a month and a half, and I'm trying to 


adopt to y'all's way of living, but 27 years, it's a lot different. 
You know I'm not used to speaking. Most of you who knew me 
back then saw me on the streets, patrolling these police, trying 
to bring a message that we're ready to die for what we believe in. 
Now you all are trying to make a speaker out of me. 


And | want to talk with y'all, because we got some ideas. I'm 
He was in Folsom with me, he was in 
Quentin, he was in Soledad with me. She used to help me feed 
the kids. We patrolled the police ацца, and.in the morning we 
were there to feed the children. Because that’s something that’s 
уегу important to understand — our struggle was based on love! 
That's what made uSs"so"strong, because love is the strongest 
force there is! We were so in love with our young children that 
we were ready to take bullets for them, we were ready to die for 


looking at you all. 


them. 


But while we were keeping the police off our children, we were 
spoiling them. People said to me in the pen, look at them now, 
they're spoiled; they don't respect their elders, they don't respect 
the women, they don't respect themselves, they're listening to the 
police. You hear this crack shit is coming from the CIA, and yet 
you're still doing it! What the hell is going on?! 


So we didn't realize that while we were giving our lives 
protecting the children, feeding you all, going without eating, we 
didn't realize that we were spoiling you. Then when you come in 
the pen, you get discipline. What we need is to discipline 
ourselves, We need youngsters to understand that real war ain't 
по joke. А lot of people are talking bulljive and we don't want to 
hear it, because we've got to be serious about putting together the 
kind of forces it's going to require to liberate our nation! 


I've been to DC, I've been to Philly, to New York, Atlanta, New 
Orleans; ain't been yet to Dallas or Houston — cities where we 
had Black Panthers, They're just like this, everyone is so 
receptive, not so much to geronimo, because we don't deal with 
personalities, everyone is receptive to the principle of revolution 
right now, So what do we do about that? There are certain 
principles we maintained for years in prison; and out here on the 
streets, with people that continued to struggle, the Malcolm X 
Grassroots Movement, the Nation of Islam, all of the groups that 
have been real in carrying on what we started. I cannot salute you 
enough, because | know the pressures that have been applied 
upon you. 


In warfare, you have to know your enemy. Until you understand 


what your enemy is , you'll be killing the wrong person. Ifa guy 
sics a killer dog on you, a pack of dogs, you're going to defend 
yourself, but you don't turn around the rest of your life hating 
those dogs, going, "I'm gonna kill those dogs,” and your whole 
life is consumed with those poor dogs, who only did what they 
were told to do. You have to know who your enemy is. Your 
enemy is not the dogs; your enemy is the pigs, the pigs sent the 
dogs! You take the dogs and put them in your column. You give 
them some meat, and you tum them and you out them over there, 
and you get at the pigs; you get at the real enemy. 


But it's not easy to know who the real enemy is when you're 
embroiled іп а psychological war. In a psychological war, 
everything is а lie. It's based on deception. You have various 
forms of war. We conducted armed struggle on these streets. 
Walter Pope, John Carr, Saundra Redd [ed. note: gerommo's first 
wife, apparently killed in internecine fighting fomemed by 
COINTELPRO] — 1 сап name many brothers and sisters who 
lost their lives conducting armed struggle. 


We conducted conventional struggle, defensive struggle, and 
understood who the real enemy is and how he's coming at you. 
Right now, and for decades, the enemy has been defeating us 
through psychological warfare 


Нез been tricking you, making you hate each other, making you 
turn on your brother, your mama, your own family. Нез been 
doing through the media, through all sorts of avenues, and you've 
got to get hip to й. Lies, deception, gossip, slander, all this has 
been generated in the same place the crack is being generated — 


=e 


ALEXANDER GALLARDO 
right in Langley, Virginia 


They come at you with the crack — you know, that's chemical » 
warfare, AIDS— that's biological warfare, You have to 
understand the various forms of warfare by first understanding 
your enemy, who would stoop that low. They talk about Saddam 
Hussein — they've been practicing chemical and biological 
warfare for decades. Look at what happened at Tuskegee; look 
at what happened in San Francisco in the 60's [Army germ 
warfare experiments --в 


People of my generation know this, but our youngsters don't 
know this. We're not passing it along to them. You may say, 
“they never listen." No, they will listen, they do want to learn. 
We have to take the time. We have to take measures to get across 
to them, because that's the future, that's who the enemy is 
targeting; they're targeting our young soldier class. 


Туе been studying war for years — that's why they hate me. All 
these brothers you see around here patrolled the police. Geronimo 
didn't start the Panthers in L.A, I'm from the South: Bunchy 
Carter started the Black Panthers in L.A. Geronimo is not the 
longest held political prisoner from the Black Panthers. Romaine 
Chip Fitzgerald, who's still in prison, is the longest held political 
prisoner in those prisons. 1 don't want to take credit away from 
any of these brothers and sisters who fought and died before 1 
came here. 
1 was in Viet Nam while they were getting killed ош here on 
Montclair and Adams. I came here to help educate and to teach ` 
military tactics to the L.A. Panthers, the San Francisco Panthers, 
> 


free nation, 


+ 
апу of these brothers and sisters who fought and died before I 
came here. 


I was in Viet Nam while they were getting killed out here on 
Montclair and Adams. | came here to help educate and to teach 
military tactics to the L.A. Panthers, the San Francisco Panthers, 
the New York Panthers, the Chicago Panthers, all through the 
South where І came from, New Orleans, Dallas, Houston ... and 
Туе got to go back to all those places, where they say "you are our 
homeboy," like Гат a homeboy here.... 


1 was in New York, with the New York Panthers, and I said, 
соте in here and let's talk about what is going оп. I said, "There 
is no unity here." They were beautiful brothers, but they allowed 
a rumor to divide them. 1 did 27 years, and here it's 1997, and 
they are still allowing COINTELPRO type shit to do this? No, 
we understand better now. We can't let this happen. We have to 
set the example. We learn from our mistakes. 


COINTELPRO wasn't no joke. They killed brothers. Putting us 
in prison ain't nothing. They took lives. They took Bunchy's life. 
They took Redd's life, Ниеуз life, my boy Fred Hampton's life, 
and | could name and name and name. They made us tell our 
sister Assata, “Well, we can get you out of this prison, but we 
have to get you ош of the country for a while.” We have to 
decriminalize all that, so Assata, and all those beautiful sisters, 
can come back not as criminals, but as heroes. Assata is a hero! 
Nihanda is a hero! 


How are we going to do this? People who have done time say, 
what is the solution? We can't restrict the legal process within the 
$ of a foreign government -- the United States -- who are 
the descendants of our former slave masters. They're not our 
presidents, our Supreme Courts. That's bull jive. That's been 
imposed on us! Our solution is to organize our nation! It's the 
same message that Marcus Garvey gave our people in the 20's; it's 
the same message that Malik el Hajj Shabazz carried on, and that 
we're still carrying on today. And it's а shame that we haven't 
done it yet. We thought we'd go into the next millennium as a 


We have almost 50 million people: that would make us the ninth 
most populous nation. We have now almost $600 billion going 
through our nation every year, that would rank us I think the fifth 
nchest nanon We have the doctors, we have the professors, the 
technicians, we have everything! And we still don't call ourselves 
а папой That's a damn shame. 


I can’t tell по gang member to respect you when you turn around 
and bow down to the same sons of bitches that put our ancestors 
into slavery, and call them our leaders. I'm sorry, I don't mean no 
disrespect to our elders and our sisters when 1 use those extreme 
words. But] want to drive the point home. After 27 years, how 
in hell we ain't free? We ain't got our own institutions, our own 
schools, our own doctors. When I went into the pen, there was 
a debate between integration and liberation. What did integration 
getus? Things are worse now than ever for most of our people. 
The proof of a theory is in the social practice. Liberation is the 
solution! 


1 tell them in the pen, "You want to sell drugs? When we 
liberate, I'm going to give you all the pharmaceutical companies, 
You all can make all the drugs you want, and you'll own the drug 
companies.” You ask, do we really want to do that? Sure, 
because | know those brothers aren't going to put those drugs into 
their children, They'll see them as being medicinal like our 
ancestors did, as something from the spirit, as Imhotep tried to 
teach us thousands of years ago. We're going to turn it around 
and the brother and sister on the street selling that shit, we're 
going to put them in charge of the medicine. Don't put them in 
jail, Don't put anybody in jail! We shouldn't have any jails. 


1 don't do a lot of talking. 1 back up what I say. 1 want to bring 
ош what some of the brothers told me іп the pen, Mutulu Shakur, 
Sekou Odinga, (other) Black Liberation Army soldiers; when 
they were busted, they told the pigs, "I am a soldier, this is my 
name, my rank, my serial number, and that's all you get." And 
they're still in jail today, even though they said everything that 
was required of them by the Geneva Accords, if you are arrested 
in a war, an insurrection. The U.S. does not recognize us as 


prisoners of war, and we have to make them. That's a reality. 
We are at war. Every time a soldier stands up in that war to 
defend you, if he is attacked, he is supposed to be attacked... We 
die for our people. We can do 27 years for our people and not 
come out and ask for nothing. Our struggle is for the liberation 
of our people, not to be treated well in the prisons. 


Prisons are only a small part of our struggle for liberation. 
‘There's other issues, crack in our streets, disrespect for our elders. 
We used to be able to walk down these streets, old folks 60-70 
years old, at night, safely. You let anybody mess with them, we 
would have got them; if we couldn't have got them, some of the 
Muslims would have got them, or some of the US people would 
have, or the APP. 


There's a difference now -- they made you hate each other. We 
went through hell coming up from Louisiana, where they called 
you colored, Negroes; Kwame Toure, known then as Stokely 
Carmichael, Kathleen Cleaver, Rap Brown, struggled so hard to 
make you all understand, that we were no longer Negroes, or 
colored, we were Black, and they called it the Black Power 
movement. Now, this is 1997, and we've grown, we've matured, 
and through those years some of the greatest minds among us 
have resolved that we have to cease calling ourselves by an 
adjective, Black, and we have to be called by a noun, Africans. 


We have to get away from shame and fear, and be proud to call 
ourselves Africans, where life began, where everything evolved 
from. So we are Africans and we call ourselves New Afrikans, 
to distinguish ourselves from the mama-land, so this is the new 
term to identify our nation -- New Afrika. Imari Obadele, 
Chokwe Lumumba, Dr. Mutulu Shakur, were very instrumental 
in bringing that about, and getting us to understand ourselves, 
because just like we have to understand our enemy, we also have 
to understand ourselves. So that self-identification is very 
important. It goes into our historical personality, based upon our 
Afficanity. It's not based оп European-ness, other than this 
intrusion by slavery. 


засоў 
movement a prea ervice. You turn around and give your sister Maxine for confronting them -- the С 


child the name of this dog that raped your grandmother, you're 
giving that child an evil spirt. That's what our ancestors taught 
us, the power of nommo, the word. You're cursing those 
children, When they grow up, they may have a first name, Jamal, 
and the last name of someone who participated in slavery -- that 
won't work. They're going 10.ћауе that divided conscience, that 
social schizophrenia that you see so prevalent among us, because 
we are too scared to embrace our ancestry fully, to change both 
our names and give that legacy to our children so they can carry 
it on, and not the legacy of our slave-masters. 


What a lot of the youngsters tell me is that when their elders did 
take time with them, they were giving them stuff that didn't make 
sense. So, you older brothers and sisters, when | say take time 
with the youngsters, you better give them the real, you better 
study yourself, come to these meetings, contact somebody and get 
the knowledge so you can pass it on properly. 


Back then, Bunchy and them had to deal with the gangs and 
gangsters, to change the gangster mentality to a revolutionary 
mentality. And а lot we can't talk about. We have learned that in 
the 60's, we ran our mouths a little too much about certain things 
-- but the word will be given to develop certain functions, not 
because I'm out of prison, but because it's a new trend, a new 
effort all throughout the country to liberate people, not only in the 
prison behind the walls, but in prisons on the other side of the 
walls. The coming together is sincere, because we know now 
who we can trust, and we now know who we cannot 


And we cannot do it without you. We understand ourselves as 
you all; you all understand yourselves as us. We can't see each 
other as anything apart — І am, therefore we are: we are, therefore 
Гат. The contradictions people see, with people who are in 
different organizations, have to be understood -- don't listen to 
gossip, rumors, one of our greatest enemies. Hitler started that -- 
or it goes back to Sun Tzu -- Hitler and Mussolini would send 
agents to mingle with the population, and they would tell the 
population that Malcolm X was no good, Elijah Muhammad did 
thus and so, and they got us ki each other. Among our 
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people, I'm sorry to say, it works more often than not. We have 
to stop being so eager to hate each other, When we brought in the 
Black Power movement in the 60's, that was based on love. They 
said black was ugly; we said Black was beautiful We began to 
define our own reality. 


When we said Black was beautiful, you would not believe the 
pride and dignity that swept through our nation, That scared 
them more than anything. They knew of all the guns, all the 
breakfast programs, all the rhetoric, nothing hurt them more than 
Black people loving each other. 


Now, when I went in the pen, I leave the streets, Black was still 
beautiful. І come back, Blacks hate each other -- that trips me 
out. We even allowed them to come present the old European 
image -- if you don't look like the white man, the white woman, 
you're ugly. We had made the Black woman, the Black man the 
standard of beauty. They рига lot of money into promoung that 
image. 


When 1 left the streets in the 60%, you could ask anybody, we 
loved each other. So, we had problems -- we struggled to resolve 
“those problems, But our main contradiction was with the man. 
Now our contradictions are among ourselves. We didn't know 
L.A. to be all these sets fighting with each other I don't even 
want to repeat these things, because it sounds rhetorical People 
ask what you did in the 60's about drugs in the community? We 
shot and we killed drug dealers. I'm not copping 10 no crime 
Those old dope dealers in the past, they didn't use their product, 
they had clear heads. First, we would go talk to them. We 
weren't trying to compete in no drug world, take their sack and 
make more money. We would take the dope -- it was heroin back 
then -- and we would flush it. But the ones who didn't agree to 
the principles that we were trying to lay down, that the 
community had agreed to, they were smoked. I'm sorry, but that's 
the reality of it. I'm not saying we're, to come out here and 
smoke nobody. But we had to live our live ution, 
but Ill be damned, if I'm going to die, that I'm going to leave 
crack to my kids; you're going first! You all know where 
enough for the 
“We were telling 
you for years from Folsom, trom Q, from Death Row, but the 
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bourgeois people get a little moncy, they don't want to lisien But 
now you're forced to listen--because it's affecting z j 
your brother, your sister 


We've got a program that doesn't have a contradiction with any 
Black organization that's struggling. If you have contradictions, 
we have to resolve them. You've got to struggle and avoid 
vendettas. That сап be handled. We have to regain the spirit of 
unity before we enter the 21" Century. It's a shame if we enter 
the next century still calling Bill Clinton our leader--it's a shame 
to Bunchy and to everyone who gave their lives for freedom 


We can't deal with personalities. We've got to deal with 
principles. We don't care about capitalism, we care about 
freedom. You have people pimping the revolution. Not once did 
the Black Panthers accept a dollar from the federal government -- 
and they came with big money. They were offering billions of 
dollars and we would say, get your ass out of the office. 1 have « 
never talked to the FBI -- I'm too busy talking to my nation. 


Geronimo went on to talk about the need for a plebiscite 
to be conducted among people of African descent in the 
United States regarding the question of independence or 
integration. On the basis of that vote for liberation, he 
stated, reparations could be won, international 
recognition for a New Afrikan liberation could be 
obtained, and liberation fighters could be organized. 


Geronimo's speech went on for almost two hours. His 
speech, along with remarks by dozens of supporters 10 a 
crowd of several thousand people at Leimert Park in Los 
Angeles, is available on videotape for $10 from: 


JusticeVision, 1425 West 12th St. #262. L. A., CA, 
90015; 213-747-6345. 


Cuba, 


the 14th World Youth Festival, 
and the Destruction of Capitalism 


by Heather Martin 


At the end of July, І was one of over 800 youth from the United 
States who defied U.S. government law and traveled to Cuba for 
the 14th World Festival of Youth and Students. Over 12,000 
people from over 132 countries came together under the theme 
of "Anti-imperialist solidarity, peace, and friendship" to deal 
with some of the most pressing human rights violations, many 
committed by North America, which Che Guevara called the 
"enemy of the human race". 


I am still catching my breath from all I saw and experienced. 
There were various workshops on everything from women's 
rights to human rights, from anti-imperialist struggle to the fight 
against racism. There were numerous cultural events, especially 
musical entertainment, which was provided frequently. There 
were different clubs displaying artwork from many different 
countries, tables with struggles fir г. 


speakers, such as Harry Villegas who fought alongside Che т 


the Cuban revolution. But probably the most educational 
experience was learning about Cuba from the family I stayed 
with, who taught me what it symbolizes for fighters around the 
world, and consequently, why the U.S. is attacking it. 


There has been a U.S. embargo on Cuba for many years, yet the 
government continues to tighten the attack. About a year ago, 
Clinton ended direct flights to Cuba, which severely affected 
humanitarian groups who delivered food and medicine to the 
island. Their costs went up exponentially because they have to 
send these items through a third country. Now, technically, it is 
not illegal to travel to Cuba. What's illegal is to travel to Cuba 
and spend money. Why is this ? Well, hard currency is the U.S. 
dollar. If people bring hard currency into Cuba, it will assist 
their economy. The U.S. wants to isolate Cuba to the point that 


they have.to look to it for.assistance.(read.;,exploitation). 


Afer Clinton's ban on travel, theembargo was tightened further 
with Helms-Burton, which threatened sanctions against other 
governments over Cuba policy. Not only is the U.S. government 
severing ties between itself and Cuba, the embargo even goes so 
far as to regulate other countries interactions with Cuba. For 
example, other countries can sell food and medicine to Cuba, but 
only when granted a license by the U.S. In addition to this, Га 
foreign country's ship docks in Cuba's ports, it cannot enter the 
U.S. for 180 days following, and many cannot afford to risk 
losing this business. 


‘The family | stayed with told me how the embargo was affecting 
them. He told me that his granddaughter knew nothing of toys, 
nothing of candy, *. . and for what, what is she in the middle of 
the U.S. war against Cuba." He told me how he could not enjoy 
his retirement because of the blockade. He would tell me that he 
wished he had more to give me, and despite their limited 
resources, | received a homemade meal every day, and fresh 
made guava shakes. It moved me deeply to see their struggle, 
and yet to see their heart, their spirit. To see their weapons to 
defend the revolution, to see their pain and heart-breaking 
sacrifice, yet to hear them say that "the revolution was an end to 
slavery, to hell. If we had Capitalism we would sell our souls.” 


They have lived through periods where they had eight hours with 
electricity, eight hours without, eight hours on, eight hours off. 
Caloric intake has decreased, many buses cannot be serviced, Old 
Havana is deteriorating. Even the hospitals cannot be fixed up, 
because they cannot simultaneously afford to provide free health 
care, purchase medication, and rebuild the infrastructure. 


They told me of their reality during the period of the U.S.-backed 
Batista dictatorship. They explained how there were dead bodies 
lying in the streets. He showed me a scar he had from that 
period. "My aunt lived through that period and doesn't want to 
remember it.” 1 was told of the U.S. navy men who would come 


over and piss on statues of Jose Marti and jack off with the 
Cuban flag. 


My family gave me the spirit of the revolution which is so 
threatening to the U.S. government. They made me understand 
the statement by Che Guevara , who spoke of love but also hate: 
"Hate as а factor in the struggle, intransigent hatred for the enemy 
за people without hate cannot triumph over a brutal enemy.” 1 
saw these people as human beings, with a human face, not as 
animals, or as barbarians. They had human faces, they had 
human hearts, they had human struggles. They had pain in their 
faces from a war that had lasted too long. A war that they were 
surviving with a powerful strength to defend what they knew was 
the beginning of the process toward freedom for people 
everywhere, especially Latin America. 


They knew that the richest nation in the world bought their sugar 
for two cents a pound, and sold them back candy at four cents a 
piece. They knew that the "U.S. has exploited the whole world. 
Each day the world is aware of what is going on. The riches [the 
U.S.] acquired by the suffering of people around the world.” 
They also knew that the U.S. ended sugar quotas from Latin 
American countries when their economic policy could no longer 
be controlled. Cuba's sugar quota was cut, just as Panama's was 
when the Panamanian people were trying to fight for their 
sovereignty against a US invasion killing 4,000 people. We must 
understand U.S. policy as more than an economic attack. It is a 
blatant attempt to starve an entire nation of people, men, women, 
and children, with no mercy, with no discrimination. It kills. 


But the Cuban reality must be seen in all of it's complexity, and 
therefore we must know that not all the problems are a product of 
the U.S. embargo. For example, Cuba looked to the former 
Soviet Union for a lot of support, and with its collapse, they lived 
through a severe economic crisis which they call the "special 
period”. But this is just one example of how Cuba is not dwelling 
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in their mistakes. They аге too human not to make mistakes, but 
they are too revolutionary not to go beyond them. So, as Cuba 
struggles through its mistakes as well as the direct attack by the 
U.S. government, it continues to build socialism, and continues 
to be an example for people around the world. х 
What is the U.S. government trying to do by placing an embargo 
on this small country ? The U.S. is clearly а superior military 
power, to whom Cuba poses no military threat, so why does the 
cold war continue against Cuba ? Well, its location, so close to 
the US and to its strategic interests in the Caribbean, plays 
somewhat of a role, but despite the attacks, Cuba, and therefore 
its revolution, continues to survive. Ultimately the policy is 
intended to force the Cuban people back down on their knees to 
beg the U.S. government to exploit them. But it's not going to 


happen. 


There is no doubt in my mind that the people of North America 
need to defend Cuba, both ideologically and with our own 
independence through revolution. But it is more than an 
ideological battle. The people are losing their way, their food, 
their medicine, because of U.S. policy, and if for no other reason, 
we must oppose it because the people of Cuba deserve to decide 
for themselves what type of socio-economic system they feel is 
best for them. 


Why else should we defend Cuba ? Cuba is the most democratic 
country in the world. 98% of its eligible population participated 
in the previous elections, whereas in this country you will see 
apathy concerning the vote, with a majority not voting, because 
people know our vote WILL NOT CHANGE THINGS. There 
you see the opposite. Here in this country you can vote a 
democratic Clinton into office, and what do you get ? The same 
attack on human rights here in America, and the same policy 
towards Cuba. 
Furthermore, in Cuba, free education at all levels has not only 
been maintained for 34 years, but it is а right. І compared to this 
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our situation in the “richest, most democratic nation in the 
world” where every college student is struggling between classes 
and book expenses and affirmative action is being destroyed. No 
one in Cuba has to sell labor to become educated, because 
education is guaranteed. In addition, the illiteracy rate, since 
1962, was declared at 0.0%, 


Unlike the U.S. where medicine is expensive because it's only 
provided for a profit, іп Cuba, a much "poorer" country, health 
care is free. People with HIV/AIDS, once quarantined, now have 
the OPTION of going into a health care facility to have all of their 
medical needs taken саге of. The major difference between here 
and Cuba is that the government is the people, the workers, 50 
because their interests govern the country, no health care facility 
has been closed, no school has been closed. Everyone has the 
constitutional right to be cultured, to physical education, and to 
be a productive, working member of society. 


But despite all this, many people in the U.S. hate Cuba without 
looking at it for themselves, like 1 did. Many people will tell you 
that socialism is evil, that Fidel is worse than Hitler, even that the 
USS. is trying to help Cuba. But this is nothing but propaganda. 
Just as Malcolm X said, "With skillful manipulation of the press, 
they're able to make the victim look like the criminal, and the 
criminal look like the victim." And that's exactly what U.S. 
propaganda has done to both socialism, and Socialist Cuba. It's 
made people hate socialism. It has made people think that 
socialism is the worst thing in the world, and that capitalism is 
the best thing in the world despite its intentional attack on human 
rights, its impoverishment, homelessness, racism, homophobia, 
and worldwide exploitation. US propaganda has made people 
hate Socialism. It's made people think that the Cuban people can't 
walk outside their doorstep or turn on their television without 
permission from Fidel Castro. 


But the attack is not just ideological or propaganda. Recently 
there have been a series of bombings, one killing an Italian 
businessman. The reports on this terrorist attack display the 
propaganda efforts by Anti-Castro Cubans and the U.S. 
government. Why are these Cubans. и Castro ? Because 


inken and given to those who had по homes. 'ealthy 
neighborhoods turned into neighborhoods where families live, 
doctors work, and child care facilities аге run. After the triumph 
of the revolution people interested in exploiting Cuba were either 
run out of there, or left by their own choice. Just as private 
property is sacrosanct to capitalists here in the U.S., more 
important than human life, it is the same to capitalist Cubans. 
Destroying capitalist private property interests to provide freedom 
and Socialism for the Cuban nation ıs Fide! Castro's crime, 


Spokesperson Ninoska Perez of the Cuban American National 
Foundation (CANF) displayed her utter hostility toward the 
Cuban revolution. Stating that the CANF “supported any means 
of ousting Castro" she said that, ” We greatly regret the loss of 
life, but the Cuban people have the right to fight for their 
freedom.” But this is paradoxical. The revolution led by Fidel 
Castro and Che Guevara was the Cuban people's fight for 
freedom from a US backed dictatorship. Furthermore, the US is 
known for training people to go into foreign countries and 
violently guarantee their interests. The bombings of Cuba are just 
another terrorist attack against Latin American sovereignty. 


Another statement by Ramon Cernuda of four human rights 
groups in Cuba said that the bombing were a result of the 
dissidents in Cuba who disagreed with government policy and 
said, "They have evidently resorted to violence because of the 
lack of political discourse.” But there is not a lack of political 
discourse in Cuba. There are large debates going on in Cuba. 
Oftentimes debates have been shown on television 24 hours a 
day, so that workers on any shift could feel fully included in the 
national discussion. Ramon Cernuda also said, "The Castro 
government had reacted in the past to pressure, including from 
economic and religious sectors, by easing restrictions." Easing 
what restrictions ?. The US is the one that has restrictions on 
Cuba! Since hard currency is the US dollar, destroying Cuba's 
main way to get hard currency into their economy is a direct 
attack on Cuban lives. 


There is an overload of misinformation about Cuba amongst 
North Americans, and you will encounter it. Many people told 
me such things as, "Well, things will be different after Fidel 
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Castro", or "Cuba is great, just get Fidel out of power". But 
imagine praising Cuba, praising the Cuban revolution, praising 
Socialist Cuba for being Socialist Cuba, but denouncing the 
leadership that brought Cuba from the depths of the dark empire 
of the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship and the leech of capitalism 
that sucked the marrow from the bones of the Cuban people. It 
is incorrect to blame Fidel for the attack on Cuba. The revolution 
is deeper than Fidel. The U.S. attack is deeper than Fidel. The 
U.S. will not change its policy until Cuba becomes a capitalist 
island, to be exploited and used again as a playground for the evil 
capitalist of this country. 


So Cuba's great crime is that it kicked capitalism ош and then 
became a symbol and battle cry for people all over the world, and 
especially Latin America, to free themselves from their greatest 
oppressor, North America. Just as Fidel Castro said, " What is 
behind the Yankees’ hatred of the Cuban revolution ? What 
rationally explains it ? What explains it is fear. Fear that the 
plundered people of the continent will seize the arms from their 
oppressors and, like Cuba, declare themselves free people of the 
Americas.” 


What about Cuban "refugees" 7 Refugee applicant cases are 
generally weak. In Democracy in America it states that, " Most 
people apply more because of the deteriorating economic 
situation than a real fear of persecution." Many people who come 
here will blame Castro for the lack of goods in Cuba. They will 
be astounded by the riches of North America. Of course if you 


riches ? How many slaves built up this nation, only to be “freed” 
зо that they would have to baise for the right to education, health 
care, jobs, and even the vote ? How тапу workers im this 
country work and have worked for low wages to guarantee the 
wealth of the capitalists ? How many people in other countries 
have worked as slaves to produce wealth for those in power ? 
And how many people in foreign countries have had their blood 
spilled in the name of U.S. imperialism, to satisfy the appetites of 
the ruling class of our country ? 


Cuba is NOT a military threat, Cuba is an ideological threat. 
‘They had a successful revolution and overthrew the dictatorship, 
They emerged from the depths of hell fighting against capitalism, 
fighting to build socialism, fighting to maintain their sovereignty, 
and fighting around the world against oppression. So what does 
the Cuban revolution teach ? Why is Cuba an ideological threat 
2 Cuba is an ideological threat because it teaches that revolution 
is possible, that solidarity is possible. І saw first hand that the 
Revolution is a live, breathing thing. It is not some dreamy, 
escapist illusion. It is a living process of living people, right 
there, 90 miles off U.S. shores. That's why they didn't want me 
to go there, and why they don't want you to see it for yourself; 
you might go over there and breathe some of that revolutionary 
air! Cuba is living proof that socialism is not the demon the 
media would like you to think itis. 


Cuba is also living proof that capitalism is the demon the media 
would like you to think it isn't. People in Cuba need access to 
shoes, toys, candy, food, health care, education, and sovereignty. 
But they don't have it because of the destructive, inhumane, 
unjust reality of the U.S. government and its policy. And we 
must not be confused. The same enemy that created the Jim 
Crow South -- apartheid US style -- right here in North America, 
created а "Jim Crow "system in Panama. The same enemy that 
exploits workers here in this country and worldwide, is the same 
enemy that attacks Cuba. The same government that denies gays 
and lesbians the right to marry, attacks immigrants, and destroys 
affirmative action, is the same government that suffocates Cuba. 
Defend Cuba because their enemy is our enemy. Defend Cuba 
because they defeated the enemy, and we can do the same. So 
our complicity is the death of the Cuban people. 
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Do we want to be culpable for the casualties of the U.S, war 
against Cuba ? We do not. Because if we remain silent, we 
WILL BE RESPONSIBLE for the death of democracy, the death 
of socialism, the death of the hope that the Cuban people bring to 
us by their example. So if we begin to waver on our stance 
toward Cuba, we need to ask ourselves these questions : Why is 
а country with a $263.8 billion military budget blockading a 
small island with a total population of 10 million? Why did the 
U.S. treasury department blatantly state that no licenses would be 
issued for this trip to Cuba to attend the 14th World Youth 
Festival? Why is the U.S, denying you your right to travel, to see 
this country with your own eyes? Why were 39 people detained 
‘in Chicago for up to 6 hours? Why is the U.S. once again 
breaking international law by denying Cuba its right to be 
sovereign? 


In the richest nation in the world, all the money spent on our 
defense could be used for free education and health care. 
Who's to blame ? All the children in Cuba who know nothing of 
toys and see candy as a luxury. . апі who's to Мате ? One of 
the poorer nations in the world, under attack, still maintains free 
health care and free education. Yet the most democratic nation 
in the world is being attacked by the most undemocratic nation іп + 
the world in the name of democracy. .. Who's to blame ? No one 
can afford to be ignorant. Cuba represents the struggle 
in this country and that is why it is being attacked. So wh 
blame ? U.S. government policy. 

So — is life, freedom, and democracy worth dyii 
sacrificing for, worth struggling for? The Cuban people believe 


and destroyed by the U.S. government. Ani is use of this 


that they аге an example to us.. Because of this that the 1] 5 has 
blockaded them — because of this that we must fight to end the 
travel bans, fight to end the embargo, and fight for the 
of North America, the liberation 
liberation of the entire world, 


. and the 


In the words of Che Guevara, "If we, on a small point on the map 
of the world, fulfill our duty and place at the disposal of the 
struggle, whatever little we are able to give -- our lives, our 
sacrifice -- it can happen that one of these days we will draw our 
last breath on a bit of earth not yet our own, yet already ours, 
watered with our blood. Let it be known that we have measured 
the scope of our acts, and that we consider ourselves no more 
than a part of the great army of the proletariat. But we feel proud 
at having learned from the Cuban revolution and from is great 
main leader the lesson to be drawn from its position in this part 
of the world : ‘Of what difference are the dangers to a man or a 
people, or the sacrifices they make, when what is at stake is the ` 
destiny of humanity 7” 


‘This enemy destroys people indiscriminately. The Cuban people 
gave me the anger and pain to understand why people were 
willing to die, to give their lives. And to give me the 
understanding to be willing to risk my life in a struggle that is 
long overdue. Let us never forget the pain and suffering of the 
people on American streets, Let us never forget the pain and 
suffering of the people in Cuba. 


It is the same enemy. It is the same struggle. И is the same 
strength that will allow us to overcome. Che Guevara also said 
".. Jet по one hesitate to begin out of fear of the results it can 
bring upon his own people. ... Wherever death may surprise us, 
let it be welcome if our battle cry has reached even one receptive 
ear, if another hand reaches out to take up our arms, and other 
men come forward to join in our funeral dirge with the rattling of 
machine guns and with new cries of battle and victory.“ 
Heather Martin is а supporter of PART, a young feminest leader 
of NOW, and а member of the young socialists. She has been a 
student anti-racist activist in high school and college and ix a 
frequent contributor to Turning the Tide. 


Anti-Native Militias 
with Friends in High Places 


A Letter to the Advisory Board for the President's Intiative on Race 


Whatcom Human Rights Task Force 

Damani Johnson, Chairman 

P.O. Box 2191 Bellingham, WA 98227 

Office Phone: (360) 650-4874 Fax: (360) 650-2800 
August 30, 1997 


Dr. John Hope Franklin, 

Chairman 

Advisory Board for President's Initiative on Race 
Р.О. Вох 27488 

Washington, ОС 20038-7488 


Dear Chairman Franklin, 
Over the years, there has been an unceasing effort by our 


Senator Slade Gorton (R- Washington) to persuade 
Congress to fundamentally undermine the established 


eee 
The nature of formal Treaties and” a tee Уре омиринен етине and seriously injured several Western 

Force that, in the interest of racial peace, harmony, and 
justice, the President of the United 


legislative attention to the needs of Indian peoples has 
clearly established а pattern of special and unique 
telationships between thes S54 у recognized 
Indian Nations and the lnited $ of America, The 
Whatcom Human Rights Task Force does not question 
or Gorton's right to differ trom his senatorial 
predecessors in his views on how. or whether, the United 
States genocidal policies towards Indians should have 
ended. But, we de question the role which racism plays: tor 
even today. in the motivations of those who would ке 
forcibly make ordin Americans out of what our 
Canadian neighbors call First Nations peoples. 


er good will 


ask the Commi 


overcome the ongoing r: 
is the 
govemance of Ameri 
today, 
government. 


It is not just the Lummi Nation and its people who are 
under 


vigorous attack by an organized anti-Indian 

with Slade Gorton as its principal 
al champion. This modem day anti-Indian 
movement is filled primarily at the grass roots level by 
ranks of non-Indians living on Indian Reservation lands. 
[Much of tjhe lands which by congressionally endorsed 
treaties were reserved for Indi a 
have. by hook and by crook, devolved over the decades pr 
ty non-Indian ownership and or possession. Hur 


Today's anti-Indian movement wants to finish the job of 
depriving Indians of sovereignty over those now precious 
lands (and other ongoing benelits) for which they 
"traded" the rest of the country. “The people of the United 
States of America should honor our treaties with Indian 
Nations, And. we should negotiate with those tribal 
governments for a mutually fair and equitable resolution 
xist. The days of 
riding roughshod over the first Americans must be put 
behind us. 


to a series of 
involving a cross-burni 


of differences wherever they may 


should denounce those who would use the 
power of the federal government to further enrich the 
relatively wealthy at the expense of Indian peoples. We 
ion to recognize the га 
never ending problem and 


even in the highest places of our national 


Sincerely, Damani Johnson, President 


сс: Slade Gorton, United States Senator 
Henry М. Cagey, Chairman of the Lummi Nation 


Whatcom Human Rights Task Force 
Background: 


. Damani Johnson is Chairman of the Whatcom 
n Rights Task Force. He isa professor of political 
science at Western Washington Univ. 
WA. The WHRTF formed in the fall of 1994 in response 
lent attacks on migrant farm workers 
d shootin 
jon of the W 


solved. ‘The forma 
‘ask Force was opposed by the Wha 
Council on the grounds that a human rights organization 
would "promote homosexuality." 


In November 1995, WHRTF organized a "Joining Hands 
Against Hate" campaign after a 


relationships between the Lummi Indian Nation (located in 
Whatcom County, WA) and the United States of America. 


Of course, there is ample room for difference of opinion 
concerning the merits of formal treaties as well as of 
particular federal legislation pertaining to formally 
recognized tribal entities like the Lummi Nation. 
However, the unprecedented and unrelenting attacks by 
Senator Gorton on the Lummi people would seem to be on 
a baser motivation than the "common good." It was the 
Lummi Nation which in the 1970's successfully undertook 
legal action to preserve Indian Treaty rights to take up to 
50% of all the salmon caught in the Northwest waters -- 
argued on the losing side by then State Attorney General 
Slade Gorton. Whether racism or revenge, or a mixture of 
the two, the Senator has not let up оп his attacks on the 
Lummi Indians since. 


shington University students. In December 1995, the 
whee protested the appearance of anti- 
environmentalist Ron Arnold at а meeting of a local 
"Patriot" and militia-organizing group. Citizens for 
Liberty, In carly 1990. the WHRTE opposed the 
formation of the Washington State Militia, 
Deming. Washington. At that time. Dr 
"We think that the potential for vigilante action is cause 
for real concern." ‘This armed vigilante group came into 
being with the public approval of the local Sherritt. 
despite the illegality of private military organizing in 
Washington state. 


and others of 


ist nature of this based in 


to create 


Johnson said. 


= even 


Following а January meeting of the Washington State 
Militia in Mt. Vernon, МА. which drew over 400 
participants from around hington state. the WHRTF 
held а Martin Luther King Day celebration which drew 
over 1.000. In July. leading members of the Washington 
State Militia and ral "Freemen” from the $ 
were arrested by the FBI and Bellingh: 
Department on federal conspiracy. 
weapons charges, At the trial, it was revealed that 

shington State Militia had discussed armed attacks 
st the homes of Dr. Johnson and a local reporter. 


le area 
п Police 
bomb-making апа 


ity in Bellingham, 


Background on Sen. Slade Gorton's anti-Indian activities 


‘These crimes 


1974 - 
Gener 


m Human 
som County 


1975 - Supreme Court refuses to hear an appeal of the 
Boldt Decision brought forward by AG Gorton. 


group of neo-nazi 


197 - Attorney General Gorton falsely represents the 
Boldt decision in his appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court 
ак one which grants rights "оп the base of race and 
Actions are describe by the Seattle 
-Intelligencer as "back-door” effort to overtum the 
ision. (Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Jahuary 1978) 


1978 - Appeal by AG Gorton is rejected by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, 


1978 - AG Gorton files a brief before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in Oliphant v, Suquamish Tribe, (re: jurisdiction 
оп Indian reservations) even though Washington State 
was not a party to this case, 


1987 - Slade Gorton registers in Olympia as lobbyist for 
Non-Indian Negotiating Group to provide technical and 
legal research to non-Indians on Indian land claim 
matters. 


1991 - U.S. Senator Gorton introduces а bill to restrict 
Indians from commercial fishing for steelhead salmon to 
reserve more of a catch for sports fishermen, 


1995 - Sen. Gorton introduces а rider to the 
Appropriations bill (Section 115) directing that any tribe 
be denied "at least 50%" of self-governance funds if they 
fail to accommodate non-Indian water claims on Indian 
reservations. 


1997 - Sen. Gorton introduces riders (Sections 118 and 
120) to the Appropriations bill, 118 would require 
means-testing for Indian Tribes and 120 would require all 
tribes waive sovereign immunity to receive federal 
monies. 


Extensive background on the anti-Indian movement can 
be found in Dr. Rudoph Ryser's research report, "The 


Anti-Indian Movement оп the ‘Tribal Frontier." This 
report іх available on the World Wide Web from the 
Fourth World Documentation Project. 

http:/Avww.halcyon.com/pub/FWDP/Ameri 
Another report. with great relevance to the s 


. Whatcom County: 


http://www. halcyon.com/pub/F WDP/Americas/wiseuse 
Axt 


‘The base address for the Center for World Indigenous 
Studies and the Fourth World Documentation Project is: 
http://www.halcyon.con/pub/FWDP 


A history of right-wing political 
County is the Public Good Proj 
"Wise Use in Northern Puget 
http://nweitizen.com/publicgood/reports/w 


stivity in Whatcom 
«research report. 


Sound at 


Anarchist Anti-Racist Prisoner Chris Plummer Attacked in Texas 


by Anarchist Black Cross/Claustrophobia 


Chris Plummer is an anarchist locked-up in Texas for the last 
three years for breaking into a nazi supporters house and 


_stcaling propaganda 


down he has been involved with anti-racist organizing within 
the prisons and the dissemination of anarchist literature 
through a lending library. For this work he has been attacked 
by Nazis and Bureaucrats alike. About the latest attack on 
him by the TDC, he writes: “On 8-26-97 | was removed from 
my cell, all my property was torn apart and all of my paper 
and envelopes were taken from me, about 20 minutes after I 


“Now let me give you some back ground into - there's 
a brother here named Tony Collins who two years ago 
was busted with a 38 caliber pistol. Пе was convicted 
last month, Well on 8-23-97. three days before I got 
popped. [sent out а notice on рева ol Cell One to 
Krank San Miguel. Black Autonomy and Raze the 
initiate the Emergency Response Network 
cause he was being threatened with death and he 

led some help. 1 then fet Warden Moya know I 
firm support of Mr. Collins and that 1 would 
pursue all legal means if’ he was assaulted or harmed in 
any way, 


ne 


“Ihave been pulled out of my cell an average of 13 
times per 8 hour shifi. I have not had a solid hours 
sleep in three days, They refuse to allow me to even 
have stamps or writing materials. And I have no doubt 
that soon they will carry out some of their threats. 


People concerned about these injustices can write to: 
Warden Moya 

Rt. 2, Box 4400 

Gatesville, TX 76597 

254/865-6663 


Wayne Scott, Director TDC 
Р.О. Box 99 

Huntsville, TX 77342 
409/295-6371 


We ask people to make the following demands to the 
authorities: 


1. Drop the charges against Chris Plummer #677345 
2. Drop all threats and intimidation tactics а 
Chris Plummer and Tony Collins. We will be watching 
if attacks are made against either. 

3. Retur all property stolen from Chris Plummer. and 
stop the harassment. 


Please send а copy of any letters sent to Claustrophobia 
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was taken out of my cell (this time without any clothing) 
was placed in the shower for approximately 2 hours. Then | 
‘the pod down the hall = 
to F-pod to high precaution cell #76. ... A Sgt. told me (witha 
video camera on) that I was being charged wit 
smuggle guns into the prison. This is bullshit. 
have been forced to strip and cell searches every 30 minutes. 
I have been threatened as well. 1 have not been allowed to 
have my property, not even an envelope, My legal work has 
been destroyed and ту legal mail opened. 


at the address below. 


Chris can be reached by writing to the following 
address: 


Chris Plummer #677345 
Rt 2. Box 4400 
Gatesville. ТХ 76597 


The Anarchist Black Cross Network organizes an 
Emergency Response Network to back up comrades 
inside who are under attack, or are in need of some type 
псе (e.g. medical treatment). Anyone who 
would like to connect with this network or link up with 
anti-prison struggles going on is encouraged to write 
us: 


Claustrophobia 

Р.О. Вох 1721 

Baltimore. MD 21203 
claustro@charm.net 
http:/www.charm.net claustro 


JROTC, Militarization & the Schools 


-- and what you can do about them! 


by Joe Maizlish, Peace Guides (Los Angeles) 


Just after the 1992 uprising events here in Los Angeles, a 
young man called me asking for help in freeing himself 
from the army’s “Delayed Enlistment Program.” He had 
seen the U.S. military patrolling his own city, and he didn't 
want to be ordered to do that someday. Не had “connected 
the dots” and seen at least part of the bigger picture. 
Keeping the dots disconnected is a big part of the political 
conditioning we are subjected to. Military recruitment 
takes advantage of that, and of youth's unmet material and 
job needs, of their need to be valued, and of their need for 
affiliation, in order to fulfill their enlistment quotas and 


One of our jobs in the peace and equality 
struggle is to turn all this around: to show 
people how those dots are connected, and how 
to work together to change the picture they 
form. In this article | will update some of the 
efforts of the military and its recruitment in the 
United States, particularly the Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (JROTC), which runs 
military training programs in U.S. high schools, 
and the efforts of ihe гсзізіапсе до. militan 
recruitment and to the ary’s attempt to 
teach further into what remains of the system of 
education 


Those are just part of a story which also 
meludes direct advertising, militarized video 
games and para-militarized mega-sports, whole 
schools transformed into para-military 
academies (would you care to guess in which 
communities?), and less directly, the return of 
school corporal punishment in some places, or 
the appointment of a retired Army general to 
lead the federally-taken-over Washington, D.C. 
school system. 


JROTC 


“This isn't about violence,” said а student 
"cadet" in the high school's JROTC program at 
a meeting of the Culver City Board of 
Education. She was speaking in defense of the 
program. А few more words and the board, 
well-fed on the popular myths and 
military-worship, voted to continue a program 
which “serves” perhaps 100 of their 1,600 high 
school students, and to pay about $50,000 in 
cash expenses for its next year, The local 
school board must bear a steadily increasing 
share of the program costs, All that, while their 
music program has nearly disappeared, the 
school’s swimming pool remains closed, 
physical education has been taught by 
untrained, 

un-credentialed teachers since the credentialed 
specialists were fired some years ago, and -- 
well you get the story. A perfect parallel to, or 
microcosm of, the general society's killing off of 
social services while military spending is given 
high priority 


What's this about schools giving $50,000 or 
more to have JROTC? The military does not 
give public schools these programs at no cost, 
though most community members and even 
teachers are under that impression until the bill 
starts to come due. A few school districts get 
double the usual subsidy for the first two years, 
but even that may not cover all of the difference 
from the instructors’ military retirement pay and 


cover the benefits and taxes for which the 
school district is responsible. Other costs are 
the valuable classroom space, and most 
irreplaceably, the time and attention of the 
students. 


By the time the two year period nears 
completion in those school districts “lucky” 
enough to be offered the double subsidy and 
weak enough to take it, a grateful uniformed 
constituency is available to show up at meetings 
and say things like "this isn't about violence" 
and "people have died in this uniform,” with 
parents of these not-so-at-risk students ready to 
talk about the wonders JROTC has done for 
their children. Most local districts retain the 
program and start paying more. 


The instructors are military officers pushed into 
retirement by the military's preference for lower 
paid younger officers; that way the military can 
keep its big spending for new weapons from the 
high-profit military industrial complex. The 
military requires school districts to give 
instructors at least the difference between their 
military retirement pay and what they would 
have been getting had they continued on active 
duty. This is about $50,000 per instructor, but 
can be more, 

particularly in cases where the instructors were 
high-ranking. So schools and education, 
already starved by the distorted political and 
economic priorities and by the tax system that 
favors wealth and its support services -— 
prisons, police, and the military itself -- are 
deprived once тоге. 


‘The story is that the program will straighten out 
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find the people needed to staff the war machine. 


An increasingly unequal domestic and international system 
cannot rely on mental conditioning alone: it needs armed 
force, threats, violence, weapons and prisons to stay in 
place. Recruitment in all its forms assures a continuing 
stream of youth to take their places in the enforcement 
machinery for that system. It also serves as an ideological 
mechanism, shaping the thinking not only of potential 
recruits, but of others in our society, through recruitment 


propaganda. 


“at-risk” youth, protect society against “youth 
violence," and of course help protect the 
country from whatever is about to invade(!) But 
the most needy “at-risk” youth never get into 
these programs. On the subject of violence, the 
programs teach justification of violence and 
admiration of, for example, the conquest of this 
continent and the dislocation of the Native 
Americans. And as for the claim that the 


‘occupation -- the country is already occupied by 
the unequal and destructive system itself. Our 
task as protectors is to free it from that 
occupation. 


In 1993 Congress authorized the expansion of 
JROTC to 3500 units. In most areas the 
military has been able to establish programs 
where they attempted to do so. They've gotten 
to 2,600 as of 1996-7. JROTC, by the way, 
does not prepare people to enlist as officers, 
despite its name, The [college] ROTC program, 
target of so much anger during the Vietnam war 
years, does that job. Over half of the students 
who stick with the program through high school 
do enlist in the military, but only those few who 
also go though ROTC in college become 
officers upon enlistment. 


The story of resistance. 


Groups in several places around the country are 
speaking up, and have gotten a few school 
districts to “just say no"to JROTC. In some 
places, districts that started have closed 
programs. Compton, іп the L.A, area, is one 
district that has terminated JROTC -- a staff 
member stated “cost effectiveness" was the 
main factor in their decision, though we haven't 
found out what they meant by that. The district 
was at one point forced into a kind of 
“receivership” by the state because its financial 
condition was so poor. 


Resistance to JROTC has presented various 
points: the financial costs; the problem of 
having а program which teaches the 
acceptability of violence instead of more critical 
life skills like handling conflict constructively; 


objection to guns (some programs have been 
forced to accept limitations such as having 
model guns only, or in some cases not even 
models); objection to military discrimination 
against people with disabilities or against 
people with homosexual preference. Most 
teachers and their unions seem not to care about 
the program, or even think it might help them 
with those students they as teachers don't know 


locals have caught on that this military kindness 
is costing their districts money, that they are 
losing jobs to uncredentialed military 
instructors. They have seen some JROTC 
instructors show where their stand on labor 
issues was, when the entire JROTC teaching 
staff ignored strike picket lines during the 1995 
San Diego teachers’ strike (Ed. note: ARA-LA 
has been directing its anti-JROTC campaign at 
the students the military would like to recruit, 
with flyers opposing militarism and repression, 
and exposing the racism of the military despite 
its claims to be “an equal opportunity 
employer.”] 


Recruitment generally 


Tl discuss recruitment by examining the claims 
of military opportunity -- and a few words on 
our attitude towards recruits who fall for those 
claims. 


But first a most important piece of information: 
Those in the delayed entry program, which 
includes most enlisted people today, may -- 1 
repeat, МАУ - get out of that program without 
completing their enlistment and never enter 
military training. And in most cases by far it's 
not too difficult. The hard part is in getting this 
information to those stuck in the enlistment 
Process, for their recruiters routinely don't tell 
them about their rights, and on the contrary, 
from the stories I hear, tell them there is по way 
out. PLEASE, if you do nothing else, hang on 
to the resource list at the end of the article — 
you will thereby be a resource for other young 
People you know who may be facing this 
dilemma, and you will be able to connect some 
very unhappy young people with help. 
= 
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Military recruitment may look like ап 


opportunity for youth, particularly those in 
“red-lined" communities from which other 
‘opportunities and resources are drained or kept 
ош. Yes, we know that the military and the 
imperial system it supports are very destructive 
to local economic opportunity, that they drain 
local resources, provide fewer jobs than civilian 
investment would, and support oppressive 
conditions in other lands and thereby attract 
investment and jobs away from the 0.5. Like 
most other burdens, the system makes the costs 
fall most cruelly on the poor and of-color 
communities. But the claim that the military is 
an opportunity for the individual also needs a 
direct response. 


Whether or not military service is "really" in 
even the short-term interest of those who join, 
it looks like that to тапу. For one thing, it's "а 
job" in a failing economic system - though 
usually a "dead-end" job (sometimes literally 
so). We tell youth that statistically military 
veterans show weaker post- military job 
histories than others of their age, education, and 
economic class, We urge those considering 
recruitment to check on information about 
civilian training for the fields they are interested 
in -- so that at the very least if they do enter the 
military they won't be saying later that they 
never checked into alternatives, For the San 
Diego area contact Project on Youth And Non- 
military Opportunities, ([УАМО], see list 
below): our hope is that this project will be 
copied elsewhere 


We of the independent counseling movement 
tell them what we know, and we take a 
compassionate attitude towards them as people 
Maybe they hadn't heard about the ongoing 


U S. sponsored embargo and blockade of Iraq and/or 


costing the lives of 5,000 children per month 
according to UNICEF, ог the training and 
arming of mulitanes around the world to enforce 
underpayment for labor, stand guard over 
resource extraction, and protect local elites who 
impose budgetary “structural adjustment” that 
forces debt repayment while destroying social 
programs (sound familiar?) -- all to benefit the 
rich overconsumer societies and financial 
mteresis АШ this sends overseas the 
development capital and the very jobs the 
young “targets” of recruiters need right here -- 
and brings to mind the words of political 
analyst Michael Parenti, that the system has 
things structured so that people in trying to 
serve their short term interest will do things 
which are harmful to their long-term interest. 


We assure youth that we will be here in the 
future -- when some of them will want help 
while in the military like the many on active or 
reserve duty continue to do, or will come after 
military service, like those who helped write 
“I's Not Just A Job...“ 


Or maybe they knew all about those things and 
just feel stuck, like the starving Central 
American who was offered a bag of rice and a 
rifle and told that he had to take both or reject 
both, Perhaps they thought that the only way to 
win the equality and opportunity which was 
rightfully theirs was to earn it by serving the 
system -- although racism and sexism are at 
least as rampant in the military as elsewhere 


Maybe it was the promise of “money for 
college” They didn't know - and according to 
what youths tell me, recruiters wouldn't tell 
them -- that most enlistees don't get back from 
the military even the $1200 they must pay in to 


join the college assistance program. Due to 
many conditions on the aid, darn few of those 
who do receive aid get anywhere near the 
$30,000 in college aid the military advertises. 
The military actually makes money on this 
program (see the CCCO piece on the 
Montgomery С.І. bill). 


Others go for the recruiters’ challenge of "Isn't 
it time you were out on your own?” -- as if 
being in the military were being on опе own! 
It's getting away from home all right, but it's 
trading one authority system for another, and 
for one which is likely less benevolent than any 
but the most abusive home situations -- and one 
that’s harder to leave! By the way, I've found 
that family dysfunction and poor 
communication seem to be a common factor in 
the histories of most of the youths who want to 
get disentangled from the recruitment process, 
and even of most members of the military who 
want out. Though these problems may be 
endemic in our society, І find them so often in 
these youths that I've begun to call family 
dysfunction and communication problems "ће 
recruiter's helper.” 


The last distortion used in recruitment that I'll 
discuss is the come-on of job specialty training. 
The unhappy recruits who seek me out -- 
admittedly a special population -- never report 
that their recruiter explained that getting the 
promised "aircraft electronics repair” ог 
“helicopter mechanic” or whatever specialty 
they were seeking depended on their passing 
several tests along the way: most wash out of 
the desirable "promised" programs, and аге 
dumped into general military assignments. Nor 
has it been clarified to them that they have to be 
ready to go to war at the behest of the president 
г congress, or face severe mil 
“justice” if they refuse. Most readers will 
figure that should be obvious. But remember 
that recruitment plays mostly not upon warfare 
but on perceived and real lack of opportunity, 
with the promise of employment and 
excitement -- the claim that “it’s not just a job, 
it’s an adventure.” But the real army is not the 
nice helpful jobs and education program that 
the military tends to emphasize, it’s a war- 
making apparatus. The principal training is to 
obey and to kill 


Again a story from the Gulf War period, this 
time from a classroom visit: one student said 
that active or reserve military who didn't want 
to be in the Gulf War should have known that 
this could happen when they enlisted. A 
student whose brother was in the Gulf said in 
tears that you just don't know what it’s like; she 
couldn't continue speaking. And of course no 
could have been expected to know in advance 
that military service could mean being guinea 
pigs or cannon fodder in chemical and 
biological warfare 


So as we criticize the system and its deceptions, 
and wam young people about their choices, let's 
remember compassion, for recruits and even 
their officers, neither excusing nor condemning 
the people themselves. Our ultimate goal: a 
society of growing opportunity and decent 
policies rather than exploitation and war. Not 
an easy change -- how could it be, this is the 
imperial center! 
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It’s Not 
Just A Jo 


It’s Eight Years 
of Your Life 


Check Out 

the Facts About 
Military Life 
Before You Sign 


What you can do: 


1, Resources and organizing support available 
from: 


COMD (Committee Opposed to Militarism and 
the Draft), Р.О. Box 15195, San Diego, CA 
92175; (760) 753-7518; e-mail 
RJahnkow@aol.com 


Project on Youth And Non-military 
Opportunities (Project YANO), P.O. Box 
230157, Encinitas, CA 92023, also at (760) 
753-7518 


CCCO (CentralCommittee for Conscientious 
Objectors): San Francisco: 655 Sutter St. #514, 
San Francisco, CA 94102, (415) 477-3002 
e-mail: cccowr@ige.org 


Philadelphia: 1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA 
19102 (888) 236-2226, fax (215) 567-2096, 
e-mail: ccco@libertynet.org 


CCCO maintains an information hotline: 
Military Out of Our Schools Hotline: (800) 
NO-JROTC. 


For the Los Angeles area: Peace Guides, 11169 
Braddock Dr., Culver City, СА 90230, (310) 
838-8513 dynosaur@pacbell.com 


G.I, Rights Hotline: (800) FY1-95GI 


2. Meet contacts in your area. Find out about 
the decision-making process in your school 
district, which schools have JROTC units and 
which do not, which local schools are targeted 
for units (ask CCCO about "target" 
information). 


3. Leam how to "combat" military myths, "Five 
Deadly Myths" (about the Military) is an brief 
hard-hitting (nonviolently of course) and 
attractively produced flier available from the 
War Resisters League, 339 Lafayette St., New 
York NY 10012. Also available from WRL is 
the brochure warning about recruitment 
inaccuracies and what recruiters omit about 
military life: "It's Not Just A Job -- It's Eight 
Years of Your Life!” (A version in Spanish is 
available too). 


When a young man who was too "good" to be 
опе of the Marine's "few good теп" saw that 
brochure, he said "If I had scen that before 1 
enlisted, | would never have gone іп." Later 
that week his mother took over a hundred 
English and Spanish copies to her son's former 
high school and distributed them all! To finish 
her son's story: he returned to his base and 
asked for discharge as a conscientious objector 
After all, months before when his drill 
instructor had shouted to a roomful of trainees, 
“Are you ready to be killers?”, the room 
exploded in а roar 

of voices, but this man had remained silent 
When the instructor walked right up to him and 
repeated the question in his face, the young 
‘man maintained his silence and thought about 
how very strange the instructor and the whole 
game was. The Marines refused to process his 
request, and finally after a few very Финей! 
months, discharged рит $изрес! racism 
against him as a Latino was part of this story). 


4. Any leafleting outside schools helps because 
each student counts. In Los Angeles, Peace 
Guides has been distributing an adaptation of 
CCCO's “Questions recruiters don't want you to 
а simple quarter-page list with our contact 
phone number. Some students are very grateful 
for getting this -- though some school staff 
members don't know how to act like there's still 
а constitutional right to distribute information! 
5. You may be able to visit classrooms, 
particularly at the invitation of specific teachers. 
Occasionally school administrators respect 
dialogical values and court declarations about 
balanced information, and let us yet in 
wherever recruiters have been. We've had 
mixed success getting brochures into school 
career counseling centers. 


Some groups have taken a positive approach 
and offered to help schools establish programs 
in conflict skills and community service 
activities -- good ideas whether or not the 
school has JROTC or is targeted for it 


Finally, KEEP INFORMED (see the sources 
listed above), BE AVAILABLE so those under 
recruitment pressure or in the military can find 
us when they recognize the need, and maintain 
an attitude that is as accepting towards them as 
it is uncompromising about the truths of how 
the dots of the system connect 


The recent overthrow of the decades-long rule of the СІА -Баскей dictator Mobutu, by rebels supported by other African forces, sounds the death-knell for neo-colonialism in Africa, as the end of 
apartheid-colonialism in South Africa signaled the death of naked white colonial rule. Rebellions and strike actions in Kenya, Liberia and elsewhere on the Continent portend positive changes --Ed. 


FROM CONGO, TO ZAIRE, AND BACK AGAIN 


by Mumia Abu-Jamal 


Column Written 5/21/97 
с. 1997 Mumia Abu-Jamal 
All Rights Reserved 


“Dictators ride to and fro upon tigers which they dare not 
dismount. And the tigers are getting hungry.” — Sir Winston 
Churchill (1936) 


The Republic of Zaire is no more. Mobutu Sese Seko Kuku 
Ngbeandu Wa Za Banga is no longer the President of the now 
nonexistent state. 


As of May, 1997, the nation of nearly 45,000,000 people, 
situated in the virtual heart of Africa, has been re-renamed the 


Atter over 30 years in power, and afler over 25 years under the 
name République du Zaire, Mobutu's reign ended more with а 
whimper than a bang 


A wily politician, Mobutu has stayed in power in part, by 
betraying friends and co-opting enemies, but principally by 
becoming an asset of the CIA, and supporting the interests of 
European capital 


Far from the depiction given in the Daily News articles, which 
suggest Central African chaos without any context, Mobutu's 


tise, hts maintenance, and even his fall from power, were resources. 


orchestrated and managed from Westem and European ` = Уі Шю орут, канны а» eoo Mo 
Capitals. Viis fice fas пек in the эстесе und ЧТо Е WEY OF We SBOE RES ЗОНУ БЕ" а, 


be seen as the history of European colonialism, resistance, 
independence, and neocolonialism, followed by a prolonged 
resistance. From the so-called Congo Free State, Belgian 
Congo, People’s Republic of the Congo, Zaire, and now the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 


the interests of, Western wealth 


Born Joseph-Desire Mobutu in the old Belgian Congo, 
educated in Belgium, and a Roman Catholic, the man who 
came to power та CIA-aided coup, would return to his 
Western paymasters again and again, to serve their interests 


above those of the people of the nation. Toward the middle of 
his presidency, when Angola fought against the Portuguese 
colonial powers, it was Mobutu who served as the funnel to 
fund pro-Western forces. In his three decades of power, 
Mobutu has become on of the richest men on earth (certainly in 
Africa!) in a nation with some of the poorest citizens on earth, 
Congo, Africa's third largest nation, is awash in natural and 
mineral wealth, diamonds, gold and to some reports, ой has 
recently been found. Even before Kabila’s forces took the 
capital city Kinshasa, industrialists were running to the rebel 
leader with contracts seeking rights to the nation’s vast 


[Democratic] Republic of the Congo, a name that hails from 
the ancient African Bakongo Kingdom. It was renamed the 
Congo by Laurent Kabila, a former Marxist who led the 
Alliance of Democratic Forces for the liberation of 
Congo/Zaire, the force that drove Mobutu's former army from 
the Eastern Lake Kivu Region. Kabila's rebels pressed 
Mobutu's largely demoralized army, and when it finally 
entered the capital city, Kinshasa, it found virtually no 
resistance. 


Many years ago, Frantz Fanon, in The Wretched of the Kurth 
(1963) warned of the threats from neocolonialism, “The former 
colonial power increases its demands, accumulates concessions 
and guarantees and takes fewer and fewer pains to mask the 
hold it has over the National government, The people stagnate 
deplorably in unbearable poverty; slowly they awaken to the 
unutterable treason of their leaders, This awakening is all the 
more acute in that the bourgeoisie is incapable of learning its 
lesson. The distribution of wealth that it effects is not spread 
ош between a great many sectors; it is not ranged among 
different levels, пог does it set up a hierarchy of half-tones. The 
new caste is an affront all the more disgusting in that the 


Fanon's sage warning came true in the Congo and elsewhere in 
Africa, and we can only hope that the nation's newest 
incarnation will mean a better life for the Congolese people. 
with their rich natural resources turned to bettering their lives, 
(C) 1997 MAJ 


Challenging White Supremacy: 
A Workshop for Activists and Organizers 


Challenging White Supremacy Workshop goes on-line! 


The Challenging White Supremacy Workshop for Activists will go on-line on or around 
November 1, 1997. The goals of the new cyberspace workshop are to: 
** Use the computer to recruit, educate and motivate anti-racist activists; 
** Create а "virtual" anti-racist community on-line, which potentially can be transformed into а real life 
anti-racist community; and 
** Contribute towards building a national anti-racist movement. 


All cyberspace workshop participants will be expected to participate in a grassroots anti-racist activity, preferably focused in one of the 
following areas: Police accountability, Prisons, Immigrant rights, Indigenous sovereignty, Environmental Justice, and Economic Justice 
organizing in communities of color. 


For more information about the Challenging White Supremacy Workshop goals, political perspectives and topics, please see our Web Page at 
http://www.cwsworkshop.org/. 


If you would be interested in participating in the workshop, please email us at cws@igc.org. 
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PART’s Perspective: 


The ABC’s of police criminality: 
Abuse, Brutality and Corruption 


The horrifying police torture of Abner Louima in New York 
City has once again drawn media attention to the issue of police 
abuse, brutality, and corruption. But the media has focused 
exclusively on the forcible sodomy of this Haitian immigrant -- 
by cops with a stick, apparently from a toilet plunger, which 
police then shoved in his mouth, breaking his teeth after they 
had torn his rectum, bowel, and bladder. By excluding 
numerous other cases, including killings, not only in New York 
but around the country, this reinforces the police claim that such 
a horrifying incident is only an "unfortunate aberration." 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 


Consider the following incidents, not one of which was 
mentioned in a single news report or feature article on the 


torture of Louima. Within a week of that attack, a white cop in 
a suburb of Dallas, Texas was acquitted of killing a 52-year-old 
mentally-ill Black man. Police in the Los Angeles suburb of 
Bell Gardens shot and killed Alfieri Shinaia, 23, after he didn't 
raise his hands when they ordered him to, while they were 
serving a search warrant. Chicago police shot and killed 
Andrew Durham, 21, an unarmed Black man. Baltimore police 
shot and killed James Quarles, 22, an unemployed Black man 
holding a knife on the street while onlookers pleaded with them 
not to shoot. An off-duty cop in Philadelphia set his girlfriend 
on fire. And Nashville police shot and killed Leon Fisher, 23, 
leading to a night of rebellion in the Black community. Not one 
of these incidents made the news outside of their local 
communities. : 


What these incidents make clear is that police abuse, 
brutality, and corruption аге not isolated, not 
aberrations, but a serious, systematic, and ongoing 
problem that demands immediate, concerted, and 
uncompromising action on a national level. PART has 


ice accou 
perspective is that because of the colonial nature of 
United States society, the police function as an 
occupying army in oppressed communities, and as border 
guards in more privileged communities. In this context, 
we can understand why police abuse, brutality, and 
corruption is a growing problem. 


As the political and economic elite intensify their 
exploitation of workers and colonized people in the 
global economy and within the United States itself, the 
need for repression, imprisonment, and even the kind of 
torture visited upon Abner Louima is also increasing. 
The struggle against police brutality must take these 
realities into account. Such police repression is 
independent of the intentions or character of any 
individual officer. It is beyond any legitimate function of 
duly-constituted and democratically controlled social 
protective forces, It speaks directly to the essentially 
undemocratic character of the political, social and 
economic structure within which we live. 


We understand that in this regard, the only true "good" 
cop is one who steps forward to blow the whistle on the 
perpetrators of police brutality. 


Otherwise, the dichotomy between good cop and bad cop 
is simply a matter of tactical role-playing, which the cops 
habitually use in order to break the resistance of people 
whom they are interrogating. In other words, the good 
cop only serves to make the bad cop seem more 
intimidating, and the bad cop serves to make the "good" 
cop seem (falsely) like a friend or confidante. This basic 
strategy of the carrot and the stick is followed not only 
by the police but by all institutions of social, economic, 


and political control. Thus we see the two-party system, 
in which the parties take turns playing good cop and bad 
cop to various constituencies. It is the same strategy the 
CIA teaches in its torture manuals: that the alternation of 
pain and relief is more excruciating than the constant 


and other legal personnel, to challenge police abuses in 
the courts. It also demands community fund-raising 
efforts and other cultural activities, so that victims and 
their families will not be neglected or forgotten. 


о Watching the Watchmen 


A Four-Point Program of Action 


PART is proposing several points for action on a national 
level to deal with police abuse. We believe that this 
program can unite diverse forces from many different 
communities in the kind of concerted effort, based upon 
the principle of solidarity -- that an attack against one is 
an attack against all -- which is necessary to uproot not 
only police brutality but all forms of repression and 
colonial violence. 


No single action, demonstration, or campaign is sufficient 
in itself to deal with this enormous problem. This means 
that a multitude of actions and approaches must be 
supported, coordinated, and combined so that our efforts 
reinforce each other to accomplish our goal. We must 
Overcome sectarianism, organizational -jealousy, and 
localism. All our best efforts are required. 


Justice and Solidarity for the Victims 


First, we must support and seek justice for the immediate 
victims of police abuse, brutality, and corruption. Also, 
we must build a community of resistance that embraces 
the families and friends of all such victims. Abner 
Louima deserves our loving support; and the police and 
political leaders responsible for his torture deserve our 
energetic outrage. This same love and outrage must also 
be made manifest in the cases of James Quarles, Alfieri 
Shiaina, Andrew Durham, Leon Fisher, and all of the 
many hundreds -- indeed thousands -- of people killed, 
maimed, and abused by the police every year. This 
requires an ongoing commitment, particularly by lawyers 
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Second, we must develop a street-level capacity to 
monitor the police, in order to prevent the daily 
harassment, brutality, and intimidation of the community, 
particularly in communities of color, that make possible 
the more notorious killings and other atrocities. This 
would include such efforts as COP-Watch, which have 
begun in several cities, some under the auspices of 
Anti-Racist Action, others independent, Such direct 
action projects must be set up in many more cities and in 
many more communities, 


They аге the direct answer to the question, "Who watches 

the watchmen?" which is as old as the Roman Empire , 
and as contemporary as the American one. Until we can 

dispossess the exploiters and colonizers of their power, 

we must begin to exercise our own power. These efforts 

must be coordinated on а national level when they 

expose evidence of brutality or abuse. In addition, we 

need community education about people's rights 

vis-a-vis the police, so that the young people who are 

often the target of police hostility know their rights. 

Such efforts as AWARE in Orange County. which 

addresses police harassment and mug-shots of 
Asian-American youth, should be duplicated in other 

areas. Rights are only won and maintained through 

struggle. 


Community Control of the Police 


Third, we need to incorporate into this struggle -- to the 
extent possible without compromising principles -- 
people who are not often directly victimized by the 
police, or who may think of the police as their 


protectors. In other words, white people, who have in the 
past supported the police in the majority, must be 
educated and struggled with about the true nature of 
policing in our society. This is a fundamental aspect of 
breaking reactionary solidarity on the basis of whiteness, 
of ending an identification with and as the oppressor. We 
have to educate people about the relentless, systematic 
nature of police abuse, brutality, and corruption. PART 
has been contributing to this educational effort by 
maintaining, along with several other 
police-accountability activists, an e-mail list that 
circulates incidents of police misconduct around the 
country. Almost every night, drawn from local 
mainstream media sources, we e-mail out from 5-15 
articles about such police criminality and repressiveness 
around the country. A more systematic search, combined 
with better grass-roots monitoring and reporting, would 
amass such incontrovertible evidence that even those 
who blind themselves to police abuse would be forced 
to see, and to act. Understanding that there are material 
reasons in class, racial and national privileges for that 
willful blindness, nonetheless such exposures would 
begin to deny the police the political cover they currently 
enjoy, and force people to face the true nature of the 
system within which we live. It will challenge people to 
question not only the enforcers, but the colonial laws 
which are being enforced, and our own collective position 
within that system of colonial law and imperial order. 


One possible way to focus this awareness and action is 
through a political campaign for community control of 
the police, a demand first raised by the Black Panther 
Party, This demand for community control is an 
anti-colonial, anti-authoritarian demand. № is distinct 
from so-called community oriented policing, which is a 
strategy being implemented in cities across the country 
under police auspices. That strategy, in the words of Jeff 
Church, a police proponent, in "Law and Order: The 
Magazine for Police 
as what "the military calls changing an enemy or a 
population's thoughts[,] ‘Psychological Operations, or 


`Рзу-Орз." In other words, Community Oriented Policing 
is not a solution to the militarization of the police or its 
use as a domestic occupying army -- it is a manifestation 
of a more sophisticated but still military strategy for 
waging that domestic counter-insurgency war. It is an 


example of liberals striving to be better guardians of the . 


empire than conservatives. 


Community control of the police, on the other hand, is a 
radical reform that would attempt to open a political and 
cultural space for anti-colonial struggle within the current 
system. It would involve elected boards of community 
residents who would have the power not simply to 
review "civilian" complaints, but to investigate, 
subpoena, and discipline or even dismiss abusive police. 
The campaign to create and institutionalize such 
community control boards would hopefully involve 
broader sectors of the population, as well as providing an 
opportunity to unite the various communities of Blacks, 
Asians, Latinos, and Native people who have been the 
principal victims of police brutality into a united front. 
It could drive a wedge between the corporate elite and 
neighborhood residents and businesses; between the 
power structure and at least some sectors of the white 
community that can be drawn into solidarity and unity 
with oppressed and colonized people. 


National Unity in Action 


Finally, we must make every sincere effort to unite 
existing, ongoing projects and campaigns. Right now, 
there is a National Coalition on Police Accountability, 
NCOPA, which mainly incorporates groups focused on 
civilian review boards, as well as some law enforcement 
professionals, especially Black and Latino cops, who are 
genuinely concerned about police abuse and have 
actually blown some whistles and testified about racist 


community residents. At the same time, there is a 
national effort initiated by the Center for Constitutional 


Rights, and incorporating many committees for justice for 
individual victims of police murder and brutality, which 
held a national conference last spring. They are holding 
а national demonstration іп Washington DC on 
September 12, (20th anniversary of the police 
assassination of Steven Biko in South Africa), in 
coordination with hearings into police criminality being 
conducted by the Congressional Black Caucus. 
Furthermore, the October 22nd Coalition to Stop Police 
Brutality, Repression and the Criminalization of a 
Generation, initiated by the Revolutionary Communist 
Party, but which has drawn participation from many 
concerned individuals and organizations including Food 
Not Bombs, the National Lawyers Guild and the 
Coalition Against Police Abuse (CAPA) іп L.A., is about 
to hold a second national day of protest in cities across 
the country. October 22 marks the anniversary of ће" 
police frame-up arrest of anarchists Sacco and Vanzetti 
which culminated in their execution almost 75 years ago. 


We must strive to overcome the differences in political 
culture and ideology that have separated these efforts, 
We cannot allow such differences to impede our efforts, 
when the need for action is so urgent -- it would be 
criminal, None of the named campaigns or coalitions 
puts forward the conciously anti-colonial politics that 
guide PART in our efforts against racism and police 
brutality. Nonetheless, PART has endorsed and supported 
all of these campaigns and coalitions. Only such a 
non-sectarian approach will give us a chance of success 
against the forces of reaction and state repression. 


What You Can Do! 


If you have accounts of police brutality to share, or 
evidence of organized white supremacist involvement in 
law enforcement and prisons, please communicate with 


288-5003; or by e-mail, to <part2001@rocketmail.com>. * 


October 22"" 


National Day of Protest to Stop Police Brutality, 
Repression and the Criminalization of a Generation 


Demonstrations in many cities across the country — Wear Black to school & work! 


For more info: October 22" Coalition c/o KHL Inc. (Box 124), 1601 First Ave., New York, NY 10009 
Phone at office: 212-664 -7793 Hours: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mon to Friday 11 am. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
Voice mail: 212-822-8596 Fax 718-402-8501 


1-888-NO BRUTALITY 


Atlanta 770-281-3119 
Chicago 773-794-8114 
Cleveland 216-732-3205 
Detroit 313-628-4932 
Eugene, OR 541-484-4390 


Houston 713-684-4701 
Honolulu 808 581-9366 
Los Angeles 213-960-5019 
Miami 305-885-4093 

New Jersey 201-483 0561 
New York 212-822-8596 
Philadelphia 215 552 8548 
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Portland 503 236 3065 

San Francisco 510 464 4563 
Seattle 206 233 7940 
Tampa/St. Pete 813 822 3501 


email: Oct22@Unstoppable.com 
http://www.unstoppable.com/22 


What's Happening with Pacifica? 


Program Changes at КРЕК in Los fingeles 


by Lyn Gerry 


Unlike the infamous "Black Tuesday" massacre at Pacifica- 
owned KPFA in Berkeley, CA, in August of 1995, in which 
most community programmers were eliminated or rescheduled 
in one swift action, program and personnel changes at KPFK in 
Los Angeles under the Scott administration of Pacifica national 
haven't been as closely scrutinized. At KPFK, there have been 
several major re-organizations since January 1995, which have 
made the details and implications of the changes harder to 
follow. Yet, statistics compiled from the July 1994 schedule, and 


Го prove conclusively that a trend towards 
“mainstreaming 15 in operation would require 
а detail s of the contents of specific 
programs = alter first having agreed on the 
criteria for "mainstream" versus “alternative.” 1 
have not attempted this task here. However, the 
personnel statistics compiled through 
comparison of the schedule definitely show an 
increase in programming by nati Pacifica, 
paid ғай and syndicated suppliers, and a 
pronounced drop in programming by local 
volunteers Following the paradigms of 
censorship and self-censorship which have been 
widely studied in relation 10 mainstream media, 
has resulted ina corresponding reduction in the 


_ Sreedom, 
аи 


The Changes Reflected in the 
Statistics 


Subsequent to July 1994, KPFK began 
receiving “mandates” regarding programming 
from then Acting Executive Director Pat Scott. 
These included insistence on a "morning show” 
10 start in the Fall of 1994 and a deadline to 
install "strip" programming by January of 1995. 
Scott removed KPFK's management personnel 
m one fell swoop on January 4, 1995; she 
apparently did not believe they were sufficiently 
enthusiastic about her changes to programming 
or administration. 


In 1994, only 4 out of КРЕК 99 programs 
werc produced by paid local staff or Pacifica 
National Programs. In the past three years, the 
total number of different program titles aired 
over the course of a month has fallen 25% 
overall to 74, Eight out of those 74 programs 
are now produced by paid local programmers or 
Pacifica National Programs. This amounts to a 
250% increase in the number of paid 
programmers. More than 60 community 
producers have been removed. 


Analyzing the changes in terms of the numbers 
‘of air hours per month— rather than simply the 
number of shows — filled by paid KPFK 
producers and Pacifica National Programs 
shows an even greater change. In 1994, 141 out 
of a total of 672 possible air/hours per month 
were filled by paid local and National 
Programming Staff -- 21 percent. As of July 
1997, 276 out of 672 possible air/hours per 
month have been “professionalized.” This is а 


near doubling of such airtime. This is most 
marked in examining the change of air/hours 
per month devoted to regularly scheduled 
Pacifica National Programs, from 10 
hours/month in 1994 10122 hours/month three 
years later -- an increase of 1200%. 


These numbers can not address quality or 
content. However, a narrowing of diversity of 
information and points of view might be 
expected to occur simply as a result of the 
numerical reduction of opportunities for variety. 
The numbers of community producers overall 
at KPFK have declined from over 180 in 1994 
openly 120 currently. This ры 


of what Pacifica official Dick Bunce has нез 
“the unlistenable cacophony of haranguing 
ideologues.” 


Air-time controlled nationally 


Four Pacifica National Programs: Democracy 
Now, We The People, Living Room, and 
Pacifica Network News, along with 
“RadioNation,” the Nation Magazine's radio 
show, produced at КРЕК by Marc Cooper of 
The Nation for national syndication, now 
comprise 118 hours, nearly 30% of the 396 
total news/public affairs programming hours 
monthly. An additional 142 hours, 36%, is done 
by paid KPFK staff producers. Of the remaining 
one third, 136 hours, an additional 20 hours are 
filled by syndicated, pre-taped _ satellite 
broadcasts. These include shows provided by 
such sources as NPR (Lutino USA, produced at 
the University of Texas and already available in 
the L.A. area on NPR affiliate KPCC from 
Pasadena City College) and American Public 
Radio (May This Circle Be Unbroken, 
concerning the civil rights movement in the 
South іп the *50's and early *60's). Both these 
latter shows feature Prominent 
acknowledgments 10 their corporate and 
foundation sponsors, despite Pacifica’s long- 
standing prohibition on corporate sponsorship 
or underwriting and of on-air promotion. 
Shows produced by non-profit corporations, 
such as FAIR’s Counterspin show of media 
criticism, and The Progressive’s radio show, 
also prominently feature announcements about 
how to order their publications, as does 
RadioNation.. И seems clear that the Pacifica 
Management now has the ability to directly 


compared to KPFK's July 1997 format, show that the changes 


have been profound. 


One of the major concerns of listeners and radio activists has 
been the “mainstreaming” of programming on Pacifica’s local 
stations as a result of the Scott regime’s plan of creating a 
“professional broadcast organization” (see the Pacifica 5-Year 
Strategic Plan), with a centralized source of decision-making 
squarely in the hands of the Pacifica National Management. 
(also see the Strategy for National Programming.) 


control, through the pressure of the paycheck or 
the ability to pre-screen, two thirds of the public 
affairs content directly. 


In 1994, two/thirds of the community producers 
were engaged in covering news and public 
affairs material. Now, only half of the 
community programmers produce such 
material — half are music programmers, Of the 
programs that were replaced, two/thirds were 
news/public affairs or eclectic programs with 
substantial public affairs content. (Most of the 
1994 ста programs that were retained were 
music programs. This supports the allegations 
of а political clean-up, though management 
claims ~ d has been the 


have been Sauce with programs by paid local 
staff, syndicated satellite programming and 
Pacifica National programming. This reflects a 
50% reduction m the number of community 
members producing news and public affairs -- 
from approximately 120 to approximately 60. 


Revolutionary Black Voices 
Banished 


Some types of programs previously heard on 
KPFK, and NOWHERE else, were programs 
with overtly leftist or dissident perspectives -- 
Voices from the Left from the DSA, 
Communist Party USA Commentary, Atheist 
Perspectives, and Green Perspectives are some 
obvious examples. The National Lawyers Guild 
show remains, with a less provocative title 
Also gone, a program serving as the voice of 
the Hemp Legalization Movement, and 
programs dealing with Black Nationalist views, 
tant Afro-centtricity, and Native American 
Rights. [Ed. note: -- Such programs as ити 
Tree, produced by a Black radio collective 
which included the Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement, and Continent to Continent, an 
African Issues Magazine, from the Patrice 
Lumumba Coalition were among those dropped 
from KPFK's air Leading Black liberation 
figures, former members of Pacifica’s national 
and KPFK’s local boards, such as Dedon 
Kamathi of the All-African Peoples 
Revolutionary Party and Ron Wilkins of the 
PLC, were permanently banned from the 
station.] Public affairs programming geared 
toward the Spanish-speaking has been reduced, 
even as L.A.’s highest rated radio and TV 
Stations are Spanish-language. 
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Another significant change reflecting the 
Position of the station as a focus for community + 
organizing has been the ehmination of the 
KPFK Calendar of Community Events, which 
used to air twice daily in morning and evening 
“drive times” (the times of greatest listenership 
in radio). The calendars have been truncated 
and run, if at all, as part of the “Up for Air” 
morning show and the “Beneath the Surta 
evening talk show, reducing ог eliminating the 
opportunity for publicizing community events, 
particularly of a dissident nature. 


Another noticeable feature of the new schedule 
is the absence of “open time” available for 
special broadcasts and long form public affairs 


popular and uniquely Pacifica programs ‘These 
Speeches in-depth political analyses were one 
of KPFK’s most truly educational -- and radical 
aspects. In July 1994, 40 hours monthly were 
left unassigned to enable the scheduling of 
public affairs speeches. These programs are 
now almost unheard outside of the overnight 
programs - except durmg fund drives As 
money continues to be raised based on the 
availablity of these tapes as rewards for 
subscribing, it would be hard to make a case ` 
that they were not "relevant" to the listeners. 
[Ed. note: КРЕК does air “Pacifica Archives,” 
which carries voices of Black Liberation 
activists who are safely in the grave and cannot 
embarrass the current regime at the network.) 


At KPFK, notions of "professionalism" appear 
to include mimicking commercial radio's 
format conventions -- programs are now 
interrupted every 15-20 minutes with arbitrary 
“music bytes” that have no relevance to the rest 
of the program's content. or with promo 
announcements for other KPFK programs or 
events. These promos used to be aired only at 
the transition between programs. Their current 
intrusion into program material has the effect of 
taking the momentum out of а serious 
discussion. | find it makes listening irritating 
and frustrating. Опе displeased listener 
characterized these interruptions as sounding 
like the listeners were being “conditioned to 
accept commercials" in advance of their 
eventual arrival, 


This fixation with “the clock" was one of the , 
conventions of radio that Lewis Hill founded 

Pacifica to avoid, as they had the effect of 
trivializing content in order to serve the real 
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BUILDING THE MOVEMENT: 
FOURTH ANNUAL ANTI-FASCIST CONFERENCE 


Hosted by Anti-Racist Action [ARA] 
Oct. 17, 18, 19,1997 
North High School, 
100 Е. Arcadia Ave. Columbus, ОН 


A gathering calling for ACTION to end racism, sexism, homophobia, and all other forms of 
oppression with* nationally known speakers * lots of fun * workshops * free childcare * panel 
discussion * activists from around North America * healthful food * doughnuts and coffee * music * 
books and literature * artistic performance * progressive organizations * AND YOU!! 


For more info: ARA - COLUMBUS * P.O. Box 82097 Columbus, OH 43202 


* Tel: (614) 424-9074 * E-mai 


ara@coil.com * REGISTRATION $25 


оны purpose, the airing of the 
commercials. Though there are not yet, 
thankfully, actual commercial announcements, 
this format has served to make the friendly 
station promos sound like hostile interlopers. 


Another area in which commercial radio form 
is being emulated is the imposition of “peppy” 
music beds below announcements. This results 
in imparting a "canned" feeling to even live 
announcements by board operators, who had 
Jaik 


you 


One of the main justifications given by the 
current regime for the centralization and 
protessionalization” of programming has been 
“quality.” Pacifica's current management has 
not al any time, in their Strategic Plan or 
elsewhere publicly articulated in what way they 
considered specific canceled programs to have 
been deficient in quality or expressed what they 
consider the elements of quality to be. Anyway, 
there is, in REALITY, little relationship 
between “professionalism” and "quality" though 
these words are often used synonymously (to 
everyone's confusion 


The term “quality,” as we use it in the context 
of Pacifica programs, refers to a variety of 
characteristics of *content®, such as intellectual 
substance, veracity, creativity, coherence, 
usefulness and so on. Professionalism, on the 
other hand, is primarily an issue of * form*, (as 
well, of course, as payment for services.) Or, 
professionalism is concerned with the 
craftsmanship of *how* something is expressed 
rather (han *what* is actually expressed. 


In the area of radio, craftsmanship can be 
described as a set of skills. A “professional” will 
speak properly into the microphone, follow 
time clocks precisely, use their voice so it is 
pleasant and intelligible, use technology 
optimally, creating ап impression of 
“seamlessness,” None of these skills in and of 
themselves guarantee the production of 
programs of intellectual, social or cultural value, 
or true “quality,” as Hill understood (and wrote 
about). 


Obviously, even programs with content of great 
interest suffer when the person presenting the 
information is not speaking into the 
microphone, for example. The ability to master 
these skills to an acceptable level, however, is 
not contingent on payment. As many of us have 
said elsewhere, the essential operational 
difference between “professionals” versus 
“volunteers” is the leverage to dictate content 
created by the paid broadcaster's financial 
dependence on management 


is quite clear. Not only is control of local 
Stations’ programming content by Pacifica 
bureaucrats unprecedented, it is all the more 
ominous considering that no wriiten, publicly 
available statement describing what is 
"desirable" has been placed on the table for 
public debate. This, despite claims that the 
purpose of these changes is to "better serve our 
audiences.” (The Pacifica Strategic Plan refers 
only to “signature” and “mission-driven” 
programming — unspecific terms with a 
corporate-speak flavor.) 


The Scott administration admitted its 
expectations that many listeners would be 
unhappy with the (at that time) intended 
changes. A memo issued on July 12, 1995 
stated: 


“At the October, 1994 National Board meeting, 
the Board mandated that the station managers 
re-configure programming to better serve core 
listeners in each signal area, to develop more 
relevant and professional programming and to, 
thereby, increase the audience. We were 
mindful that this would unfortunately 
inconvenience, if not distress, some staff, board 
and audience members. It will mean that there 
will be many alterations to current and 
long-standing practices at the stations. This may 
include the elimination of aspects of the 
traditional program format, the repositioning of 
others, and the development of new and 
innovative programs.” 


The term "core listeners" is ап 
Arbitron/Audigraphics term which refers to 
those who listen to KPFK as their primary 
station. The memo poses certain contradictions; 


presumably the core listeners already find the 
station “relevant.". Who then were they 
expecting to displease by the "development of 
new and innovative programming” 


KPFK's station manager Mark Schubb has told 
disgruntled listeners who confronted him that 
their numbers were insignificant in relation to 
the number of potential new listeners who 
could be gained by changes in programming, 
Nevertheless, there is a standard which is being 


The nature of it can be inferred from Helen 
Caldicott's claim that she was told by the 
Pacifica Administration that if she wanted her 
program to be carried nationally (she airs a 
local program on WBAI in New York) she will 
have to “not criticize America so much." Or, 
the consider the instruction given to Amy 
Goodman, host of Democracy Now, to include 
more pro-Clinton guests on the program. 


“Professionals” must not only comply with their 
bosses’ wishes to keep their jobs; they must also 
consider whether their current actions may 
alienate potential future employers. This is a 
cause for concern among those of us who have 
relied upon Pacifica to be a free voice for 
otherwise suppressed ideas. As has been much 
discussed in the context of the mainstream 
press, professional journalists who wish to 
advance leam to engage in self-censorship. 
Those who arouse the enmity of the powerful 
find themselves covering dog shows in the 
country, as has happened recently to San Jose 
Mercury News reporter Gary Webb who wrote 
on CIA involvement in the drug trade. Public 
broadcasting also has an establishment, which 
is growing increasingly corporate-onented. (See 
“The FCC and Community Radi 2 
Magazine, July 1997.) 


Paying producers does not automatically lead to 
more mainstream and less interesting 
programming. One of KPFK's most interesting, 
controversial and popular programs has been 
produced by a paid staff member for 20 years 
Having the ability to pay more of the 
programming staff could be a positive step 
which would allow broadcasters to focus on 
their work without the necessity of also 
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maintaining outside employment. It 15 the 
people giving the orders, who have already 
proven themselves secretive, mendacious, 
authoritarian and hypocritical -- rendered all - 
powerful through an undemocratic and closed 
system of governance -- that are the real 
concern. In this respect, Pacifica has now 
become no different from corporate media -- a 
centrally controlled and publicly unaccountable 
corporate entity basing its decisions on Arbitron 
ratings and cash flow 


About the Data 


The data was derived by analyzing the July 
1994 folio in comparison to the current 
schedule posted on KPFK's website, coupled 
with my personal knowledge about the nature 
and composition of the programs and 
programmers. 


I broke programs down by type: news/public 
affairs, arts and culture/music, and eclectic, 
programs which combined significant elements 
of both. 


1 also determined whether programs were 
produced/hosted by community programmers 
(AKA “unpaid staff"), paid local КРЕК staff, 
Pacifica National Programs or syndicated 
non-Pacifica programs distributed via satellite. 


Т also counted the number of people involved 
with each program. Some of the programs were 
produced by groups such as collectives, 
coalitions and organizations. | arbitrarily equate 
a group with 5 persons. | preferred to err on the 
side of caution rather than inflate the numbers. 
Regarding the current schedule -- as 1 am now 
an “outsider,” 1 no longer have the abilty to 
know who does what on which program -- thus, 
I may have erred in the numbers of producers 
assigned to any given show. If you spot any 
inaccuracies, please notify те. 


http://www. radiodall.org/freepacifica 
Lynn Gerry is a long time radio activist, a 


programmer with Radio Clandestina in L A 
and а member of the !Crack the CIA! Coalition 


CHANGING "LEADERS" WON'T FIX 
WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE L.A.P.D. 


By The Leveler Editorial Collective 


There is a deep-seated mythology in America that “leaders" are 
responsible for the actions of organizations; both good and bad. 
It is used to justify exorbitant executive salaries at capitalist 
corporations. It is also used when an organization looks for a 
patsy to blame for their fuck-ups. In truth, the most "leaders" 
have ever been able to do is introduce a few pet projects (e.g. 
Daryl Gates' militarization of the Los Angeles Police 
Department through the creation of S.W.A.T. and Special 
Operations units) or be obstructionist. 


Chief Willie Williams was a "yes man" from day 1. That's why 
he was hired! He took the fall for the aerial bombing of a city 
block in the MOVE case in Philadelphia but, he was just a "yes 
man" for the Mafia-style political machine that runs that city. 
His tenure at the LAPD changed absolutely nothing of 


importance compared to the regime of Daryl Gates. His 
replacement by Bayan Lewis temporarily, and now by Bernard 
Parks, will пої really change anything. So-called 
“Community-Based Policing" was strangled in its crib. Instead,» 
the police station captains now hand pick their own civilian 
advisory boards from among politically sympathetic business 
people in their police station area. Neighborhood watch has 
been used like Nazi Gauleiters to get neighbors to spy on cach 
other but, has not reduced the murder rate in the City's most 
violent neighborhoods (A "Gau" was a Nazi precinct. Gauleiters 
spied on their neighbors for the Party and used their position to 
extort money from people with money problems or relatives 
being spied on by the Gestapo because the government didn't 
approve of their politics). 


The LAPD still routinely deploys resources to protect the 
private property of the rich at the expense of working 
class Latino, African American and Asian communities. 
Neighborhood watch and police “crime hotlines" have 
been used by the police as a vehicle to mollify the 


More often than not, this has been the source of resident 
phone calls leading to the abuse and arrest of people of 
color simply because they ventured into a white 
upper-middle 

class neighborhood and were phoned in by someone who 
believed “all those people are criminals because the 
television said so.” 


The biggest change in Chief Williams' tenure had nothing 
to do with him, but resulted from the election of a new 
Mayor. Mayor Riordan has stripped resources from all 
public services in the City in order to increase the size of 
the Police Department. The LAPD now employs over half 
of all City employees. This increase in staffing has been 
used to reward the LAPD "Old Guard" with promotions 
that pad its management ranks with officers 
indoctrinated with Rodney King/Darryl Gates era 
paranoia of ordinary community residents. It had been 
used to increase the number of traffic cops which patrol 
the streets looking for opportunities to raise money for the 
city treasury by writing traffic tickets. It has been used to 
dump a coercive occupying army on poor neighborhoods 
to harass everything that moves. At the same time, the 
LAPD has stopped investigating (unless you're rich and 
can complain to your City Council member) burglaries 
and other crimes against ordinary residents which are 
routinely investigated in other cities. This is because the 
Department has reduced the number of people who do 
crime scene work in order to put more people in uniform. 
Real anti-crime work has been sacrificed to emphasize 
coercion and intimidation! 


Since 1990, statistics show crime rates falling regardless 
of the number of cops on the streets. But, the rate at 
which cops have actually solved crimes like murder and 


robbery has dropped to its lowest point in years. Lurid 
images of shootouts in North Hollywood and high speed 
freeway chases are a propaganda smokescreen to deceive 
people into believing that an actually-declining crime 
problem (much of which is a кі of heartless 


а somehow a runaway threat to societ 
going on? The increasing number of court injunctions 
against “gang members” in non-white and multiracial 
communities, and the erection of concrete barricades to 
quarantine poor neighborhoods, are indicative of a trend 
of turning a blind eye to the victimization of African 
American, Latino and Asian working class communities, 
then using crime as a pretext to justify increased coercion 
and the use of the courts to introduce Police State 
restrictions on personal freedom. 


Profiling, the stereotyping of youth based on their color 
and the clothes they wear, is probably the most insidious 
and evil practice to come out of this police campaign of 
terror. Every night, the news bombards people with 
graphic tales of youth violence to fixate stereotypes in the 
minds of suburbanites and “yuppies” with no common 
sense or life experience about what really goes on in the 
City. Reactionary politicians harangue us about "getting 
tough with youthful offenders." Television shows like 
"COPS" glorify police brutality and desensitize people to 
behavior which is even unlawful by the rules cops are 
supposed to enforce. Cops have used this anything-goes 
rationalization to start compiling massive computer 
databases and photo albums on youths who have never 
even been suspected of a crime. The way the system is 
set up now, there are thousands of petty offenses which 
are impossible for cops to enforce, but which are used as 
an excuse to mess with anyone they don't like. They are 
a pretext to get people into the system at a young age so, 
if they ever get busted, they can be labeled a “repeat 
offender." The purpose of this is to get more people into 
the system to do “community service (slave labor for the 
local government) and to set people up to do involuntary 
servitude for major corporations in the state penal system 
if they can set you up for a "3 Strikes" rap. 
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It is common sense. The high incarceration rate of 
African Americans and other non-whites is because they 
are targeted for harassment by the cops at a young age. 
Juries in the criminal court system are almost exclusively 
lower-middle class to middle-class suburhanites 


) 


anyone 
weeded out by prosecutors. This is because these people 
get paid to do jury duty by their employers (the rest of us 
have to work for a living). It is easy to spot a set-up when 
you see one! 


Despite all the rhetoric afler the LAPD beat Rodney King 
and the Riverside County Sheriffs beat Latino immigrants 
on video, nothing has changed because the LAPD and the 
city government encourage a "culture of violence" among 
the cops. И is the practice of the City to pay olf police 
abuse claims if the City can't beat the rap by ying the 
victims in court and claiming that the cop was just doing 
his/her job. Because of this, cops know they can do 
whatever they like and the worse that can happen for 
cold-blooded murder is that they may lose their job. 


This almost never happens. There are currently dozens of 
cold-blooded killers оп the police force with 
psychological profiles of violent and sociopathic 
tendencies when they are given coercive authority. Yet, 
they аге still on duty after killing people. The Special 
Operations and S.W.A.T. units of the police routinely: 
assassinate suspected criminals in arrest situations rather 
than trying to apprehend them (where they might get a 
trial). S.W.A.T. is now deployed to domestic violence 
calls! Special Ops has followed and watched criminals 
rob banks and terrorize people before shooting them dead 
with out any attempt at ап arrest. These are the sexy Wild 
West idols of the other police officers! Their so-called 
“role models." It's truly scary! 


This Spring, one of the Police Protective League's elected 
"leaders" won a seat on the City Charter Reform 
Commission. He is proposing to rewrite the City Charter 
(the "Constitution" of Los Angeles) to make it harder to 


discipline cops. The reality is that the rich and powerful 
in Los Angeles want the cops to beat the crap out of 
people to keep working class communities under control. 
The cops aren't stupid, They know the deal. When you 
see cops on horses beating labor demonstrators at a 
stice For Janitors rally for a “living wage" in Century 
it is because they know they have a free hand in 
. to get away with that kind of behavior. Changing 
Police Chiefs won't change this because the Chief will do 
What he's told and the cops know that brutality is 
condoned as part of their job. They also know that the 
elite will do everything in their power to prevent ANY 
elected civilian oversight of the cops from the 
neighborhoods they patrol, to prevent police 


accountability to ordinary people who now live in fear of 
the cops. They also know that the current appointed 
conduct review boards are handpicked political cronies 
selected Бу L.A.'s “Millionaire Mayor. 


Rather than buying into the corporate media hoopla about 
important changes under Bemard Parks, the new police 
chief, the people in our communities need to start 
thinking about how they can fight against police violence, 
police abuse, and police exploitation of young people. It 
should be clear to everyone at this point that trusting the 
government is not the solution. It's time for ordinary 
people to take action. We need to stop cooperating with 
police spying, abuse and coercion in our neighborhoods. 


We need to educate young people about their rights so the 
cops dont trick them: they don't have to let the cops 
photograph them. They don't have to tell the cops 
anything but, their name and address. 


We need to look at neighborhood-hased solutions if we 
have a problem with crime. We can overcome any 
problem if we stick together and help each other. Don't 
put your faith in your abuser. Put your faith in yourself 
and the people you know in your community. Don't let 
the cops trick you. Use your common sense. 


Тһе Leveler is an L.A. anarchist ‘zine whose staff 
includes Scott of ARA-LA. 


Jericho '98 


Amnesty & Freedom for Political Prisoners & Prisoners of War! 


The vision of Jericho '98 is derived from that old spiritual 
which said, “Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, and the 
walls came tumbling down!” The United States 
government has consistently denied the existence of 


What is Jericho '98? 


Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War. 

Our political prisoners and prisoners of war have been 
languishing in U.S. prisons for decades while We wage 
ineffective and disorganized campaigns to secure their 


-political prisoners in this. country. We believe шага ^^ freedom. It1s:'time torforge’a single issue campaign of ^^^ 


concerted and organized effort over the next 6 months 
will effectively eradicate the United States’ ability to 
deny the existence of these brothers and sisters, and will 
set the stage for Amnesty and Freedom for all U.S.- held 


HOW DO WE SEE IT HAPPENING? 


Over the next 6 months we will organize on the local 
level, wherever We are, raising the issue of freedom for 
our political prisoners and prisoners of war. We will go 
wherever We have to, to church, to schools, to bars, to 
meetings, etc. bringing the information to the forefront 
on the fact that political prisoners exist in this country. 
We will call in to talk shows, put out posters, buttons, 
booklets, etc. raising the issue and simultaneously 
organizing for the march on the White House during 
Spring Break '98. 


WHAT MUST BE DONE FIRST? 


Form a local organizing group in your area. Wherever 
you are, form a local organizing group. We must 
organize where We are, first locally, then regionally, 
then nationally. Have meetings with your friends and 
associates and determine how you can help build 
Jericho '98. We will update the information on this line 
as it develops. 


ORGANIZE TO MOBILIZE FOR 
SPRING BREAK FOR U.S. 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 


А call is being made to build a National Coalition of 
Students for the Spring Break '98 - Jericho March. The 
national mobilization demanding amnesty for political 
prisoners is being organized on college campuses. 
across the country. The march and demonstration will 
be held in front of the White House on March 27, 1998, 
calling for recognition and amnesty for U.S. political 
prisoners. The recent release of geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt) 
after 27 years of illegal imprisonment serves to 
highlight to what degree the U.S. government sought to 
destroy the Black Panther Party. In Pennsylvania, 
Mumia Abu Jamal suffers on death row due to similar 
FBI counter-intelligence program (COINTELPRO) 
victimization. Many other political prisoners, like the 
New York Three, have languished in prison for over 25 
years because of a Nixon-White House and FBI 
cover-up on their case. 


Such individuals as the Puerto Rican Independentistas, 
Native American Leonard Peltier, and Euro-American 
anti-imperialist revolutionaries remain in prison 
because of their continued political commitment 
against racism and imperialism. These political 
prisoners often suffer the worst in prison conditions, 
including long periods of isolation, prison guard 
brutality and constant harassment is a common 
occurrence. Progressive and revolutionary groups are 
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international significance. An international mobilization 
is necessary for our various groups to measure our 
strengths and to consolidate our energy, resources, and 
capacity to organize nationally. 


organizing a national mobilization to address these 
issues. What is important about the entire national 
mobilization is the potential to resurrect a serious 
student movement in this country. College students 
must look at the national mobilization in light of the 
civil rights March on Washington by M.L.K., Jr. and 
the Million Man March. In this light, students are able 
to view "Spring Break '98-Jericho March" as setting the 
stage for a student movement to build a new direction 
in this country. Where the 60's had the issue of 
Vietnam and civil rights -- the 90's 

has the issue of political prisoners and human rights. 


For more information on how you can help contact: 
CROSSROAD Support Network 

3021 W. 63" St. 

Chicago, IL 60629 

773-737-8679 


Safiya Bukhari, 
National Coordinator 
Jericho '98 Organi 
P.O. Box 650 

New York, NY 10009 
Hotline: 212-330-8362 
e-mail: jericho98@usa.net 


Committee 
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CONCERNING THE TROUBLES 
IN BRITISH-OCCUPIED IRELAND 


by Jay Brophy, Free Association 


Emma Goldman, in her essay on Anarchism, wrote, “Religion, 
the dominion of the human mind; Property the dominion of 
human needs; and Government the dominion of human conduct, 
represent the stronghold of man's enslavement and all the 
horrors it entails.” In Ireland today, these three forces are as 
always the root causes of what have come to be called “the 
troubles,” and all the confusion that surrounds them. At least 
that is the way I see it, and like Emma, I am an anarchist. 

To me the struggle in Ireland is a struggle for national liberation, 
its objective being the removal of Britain from the territory and 
affairs of Ireland once and for all. І base my support for that 
struggle on two principles: a people's right to self determination, 


COLONIALISM 


ROOTED IN HISTORY 
I thik the Insh people's troubles began in the 
fourth. century ЛО, with Ше arrival оѓ 


progress, t his religion would 
do all they could to destroy the Celtic culture 
and traditions that constituted Ireland prior 10. 
their arrival The Iresh adapted this new religion 
to their culture and so the taths (communities) 
would appoi their own bishops, and little 
attention was paid 10 Rome or the Pope and the 
Catholic hierarchy. Over 70 monasteries were 
created in the fifth and sixth centuries, and 
monasticism became a dominant force by the 
seventh century The monasteries became 
centers of literacy. an and learning. Missionary 
work was considerable and this form of 
Catholicism had а large impact on Western 
Europe 


To stop the growth of this Irish church, the 
Pope issued the Edict of Whitby in 664 AD, 
which ordered the Irish to stop appointing their 
own bishops and to halt their missionary work. 
This resulted m the Roman Catholics 
overwhelming the Celtic Catholics and started 
a major decline in Irish culture (see Outlines In 
Irish History by Seamus Р Metress; Library of 
Congress Card Catalog # 95-67850). In the year 
1156 Pope Adrian IV, seeking to teach 
taditional Roman Catholicism to the pagan 
Catholic Irish, insure that the collection of a 
tribute called the Peters Pence was sent to 
Rome. and insure the Papal objective of “one 
king. one church,” issued the Bull of 
Laudabiliter 


‘This Papal bull granted the lordship of Ireland 
to the king of England, Henry IL. This right to 
conquer Ireland was confirmed by Pope 
Alexander И. The legal justification for this act 
was а document entitled the Donation of 
Constantine, which was a forgery that said the 
fourth century Roman Emperor Constantine 


bequeathed jurisdiction over the whole earth to 
the Pope 


The communion of the Christians and the state 


Clare the Earl of Pembroke, known as 
‘Strongbow, invade Ireland in 1170. Strongbow 
declared himself Ard-Ri (High King) of 
Lienster, 


THE INVADERS GAELICIZED 


These people intermarricd with the Irish and 
eventually became more Irish than the Irish 
themselves. Henry И invaded in order to force 
homage of his barons and the Gaelic chiefs. The 
Papal legate forced the Irish chiefs to submit to 
Henry. However, they recognized only his 
authority -- not his ownership of the land. In 
Ireland, the land belonged to the extended 
family not the individual. These property 
relationships of land tenure are one of major 
points of contention throughout Irish history. 
Notice once again the Pope sides with the 
British state against the Irish, This invasion fails 
over time due to intermarriage between the 
Anglo-Irish and the Irish and a process of 
Gaelicization of the invaders into the Irish 
culture. 


To counter this Gaelicization process, the 
Parliament of Kilkenny under King Edward Ш 
in 1366 passed the Statute of Kilkenny. Among 
other things it forbade intermarriage between 
English and Irish as treason. This is an example 
of apartheid, or cultural racism, insofar as it 
forbids the biological mixing of the two groups. 
This statute also outlawed Irish tenants from 
holding land by Gaelic tenure, tolerating or 
submitting to Brehon law and admission of 
Irish priests to monasteries, benefices etc. 


Under the Tudors, feudalism was changing to 
an absolute monarchy. In 1494 Poynings Law 


and that people's right to self defense against an occupying 
army. The struggle is seeking freedom from British domination 
of the Irish people, and thus freedom for the Irish people to 
determine for themselves how they will organize their society. 


That they may not organize themselves the way Газ an anarchist 
might like to see it done, should not and does not alter my 
support for the struggle one bit. There will be plenty ofttime-for 
opposing any state a united and free Irish people may create 
once Britain is gone. Freedom comes in degrees and in this case 
the freedom from British oppression will be a condition of 
freedom the Irish people have been seeking for a long time. 


was passed, decreeing that Parliament could 
meet in Ireland only with permission of the 
English king, and council had to approve any 
measures proposed. Henry УШ introduced the 

into 


Catholic (Irish). The English Chi 
destroy the Irish (Catholic) Christians, 
demanding the Irish renounce their Catholicism 
to prove their loyalty. By this time, Catholicism 
had become a symbol of Irish culture rather 
than a religious belief. 


PLANTATIONS LEAD TO WAR 


Colonization by English settlers began again 
with the plantations by Queen Mary. Queen 
Elizabeth planted Munster, the plantationers 
included Walter Raleigh and Edward Spencer. 
‘The Irish resisted, and many rebellions ensued. 
The resistance ended with the final battle of the 
Nine Years War in 1601 and the flight of the 
Earls in 1607. With the flight, much of the Old 
Gaelic Order ended, the destruc of Brehon 
Law ensued, poets began to disappear, and 
Gaelic culture began to decline. The Earls were 
accused of treason and their lands were 
confiscated, leaving much of Ulster open to 
plantation. 


Herein lies the socio-political basis for the 
current division of British occupied Ireland 
(Northern Ireland) today. Racism was 
encouraged by the Tudors, portraying the Irish 
as savage, inferior, inhumane and needing to be 
civilized. The British on the other hand, saw 
themselves as civilizers necding to use extreme 
measures to humanize the Irish. “The roots of 
modem anti-irish racism began to flourish 
during Tudor times.” (ibid.) 

‘The plantation of Ulster by James I left the Irish 
with less than 1/40 of the land and the poorest 
of the land at that. The Ulster Tenant Right was 
established by the English crown. This 
protected Scots and English tenants from 
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eviction, and guaranteed а financial interest in 
any land improvement. The Irish could be 
evicted al any time without compensation for 
provement. The Insh clans rebelled. but the 
rebellion ended with the death of Owen Кос О 


invaded Ireland in 1649 with an army of 
Papisi-hating Puritans determined to 
exterminate anything Irish Catholic. By 1652, 
the population of Ireland had been 
from 1,448,000 to 616,000, mostly from 
starvation and disease caused by Cromwell's 
forces. 


The Irish Cathohes were cleared to west of the 
Shannon River, and about 100,000 were sold 
into slavery in Jamaica, Barbados ete Most of 
the land was taken from the Catholic Christians 
by the Protestant Christians. A new class was 
created, the Protestant ascendancy, Cromwell 
joined Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert as butchers of the Irish people, 


Most Englishmen didn't want to live in Ireland, 
50 speculators moved in and created а new 
tandlord class to rule Ireland. Irish were needed 
to work the land and returned to work their own 
land as serfs. The Irish had survived by hving 
in bands in forests and mountains. Things got 
worse for the Irish during the Restoration of the 
monarchy under Charles I. More land was 
given to supporters of the king, (Royalists), 
economic restraints were imposed to inhibit 
Irish economic development and keep it 
dependent on England Religious persecution of 
Christian against Christian continued; Catholics 
were prevented from being elected to 
Parliament m Dublin m 1672 


When a Catholic, James 11, became King, the 
Protestants in the British Parliament invited 
William of Orange to come to the throne of 
England, William was a Protestant Christian 

He landed on November 5, 1688, and James 
fled to France. William agreed to a Bill of 


Rights for Parliament limiting the power of the 
king He also agreed to an Act of Settlement 
that no Catholic could succeed to the throne and 
that marriage to a Catholic invalidates any 
clam to the throne This act is still in effect 
today Richard Talbot, who had been appointed 
Earl of Tyrconnell by James И, refused to 
recognize William as king, and invited James to 
Ireland to claim his crown. 


What ensued was a continental struggle, not 
religious strife. This can be seen by the fact that 
followmg William's victory at the now 
celebrated Battle of the Boyne, the Pope in 
Rome backed the Protestant William and a 
mass of thanksgiving was said in Rome to 
celebrate his victory The Irish, more interested 
an property nghts than in gaming their own 
freedom, gave their lives to the cause of their 
enemies. They missed the opportunity to drive 
both James and William into the sea. Following 
Wilham's victory, the largely Protestant 
Parhament in Dublin refused to ratify the Treaty 
of Lamer nd confiscated Catholic lands in 
vivlanon of the treaty. They imposed a set of 
Penal Codes which were largely anti-Catholic 
and anu-dissenter in character, 

This repression only succeeded in causing a 
reform and revitalization of the Irish Catholic 
Church and closer ties with Rome. Ву the end 
of the 18th century, the church was stronger 
than ever. Worse yet, Catholicism became 
identitied with being Irish, culturally even more 
than religiously. The codes concentrated 95% of 
all the land and political power in the hands of 
the Protestant ascendancy. This reduced the 
Irish to impoverished serfs. This gave new life 
to the Irish nationality and to the creation of the 
secret agrarian societies. It also created a group 
of dissenters within the Protestant camp, 
lly the Pi s. (There is much 


Outlines in Irish History" by Seamus P. 
Metress, Ph.D. published by: Connolly Books 
РО Box 24744, Detroit, Michigan 48224.) I 
have taken all of the information for this article 
from it, It has a pretty good bibliography for 
those interested in investigating any period 
more thoroughly. 


THE 20th CENTURY 


‘The British repression of the Irish, with the 
Catholic hierarchy on the side of the British, 
continues right up until today, with the church 
advising its faithful to not vote for Sinn Fein 
candidates in elections, In the interim, the Irish 
people have been subjected to burnings, 
looting, flogging, hangings, torture, pitch 
Capping, crucifixion, massacres and pogroms, 
which still occur today in one form or another. 


There are three governments directly involved 
ın present negotiations: the British, as bigoted 
today as И ever was and trying 10 maintain this 
last out post of the now-defunct British empire, 
the Protestant-dominated loyalist Stormont 
Government in Ulster, backed by its police 
force, the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC), 
various racist-fascist paramilitary forces and the 
British army that supplies them all with 
intelligence, arms, prisons, and a no-jury 
“diplock” court system, All to insure -- through 
а system of murder, torture, imprisonment, 
burning of people's homes and churches, 
robbery and mayhem -- that the land of Ireland 
remains divided, Then there is the government 
in the so called Free State (the 26 counties in 
the south), that appears, for reasons of state no 
doubt, guided by the principals of the free 
market, neoliberalism and its economic 


dependence on Britain, to do as little as possible 
to support the cause for a United Ireland. 


Today, the land and wealth of Ireland is in 
private hands and the labor value of her people 
is stolen through a system of wage slavery 
Indeed although the Protestant Christians make 
up only 4% of the population in the so called 
free state they possess more than 30% of its 
wealth. This is a good indication of how they 
might be treated should Ireland become whole 
once again. No doubt the new rules of the 
neo-liberal economy of laissez- faire, free 
market capitalism will be applied in Ireland as 
it is around the world today. The last time these 
rules were applied, the Irish were allowed to 
starve to death by the British during the potato 
famine. Food that was stored and could have 
been used to save lives was denied because to 
do so would have violated the rule which 
demanded the government stay out of the 
economy and allow the market to rule. Relief 
food sent from abroad was not distributed 
because it would undermine the price of food 
available for sale by private merchants. 


The vast majority of the Irish had been 
displaced from the land by the landlords and 
were left destitute and roaming the roads till 
they fell down and died. The Social Darwinism 
of the time was expressed in economic terms by 
the economics of Malthus, which viewed such 
catastrophes as natural occurrences of 
population control, based on the theory of 
Darwin's survival of the fittest. The forced 
emigration and starvation was praised as 
wonderful occurrences by the British press of 
the time, which openly expressed that all the 
Irish should either starve to death or emigrate, 
thus removing them at last as а social problem 
had had to endure for such a 


that the Britis 


under the rubric of 
neo-liberalism, this same kind of economic 
system seeks to preserve the interests of the 
capitalist class in British Occupied Ireland by 
dividing the people by class, religion, political 
affiliation, gender, sexual preference, etc. If 
ever social justice is to be realized, this system 
of private property privilege will need to be 
replaced with a social organization that 
recognizes the rights of all people to the 
necessities of life including but not limited to, 
housing, health care, unlimited education and 
the freedom from all coercive institutions such 
as the state, 


The purpose of such a society would be to 
provide for a condition of freedom that will 
allow the individual to develop his or herself to 
the maximum of their abilities. In Ireland the 
march toward the realization of such a society 
has already begun. Freedom for the 26 counties 
from British colonialism was a first step, the 
next step must be reintegration of the six 
counties so Ireland will once again be a united 
land, Irish mythology is dominated by the 
theme of the security and integrity of the land of 
Ireland not one or the other of its constituent 
parts. 


MICHAEL COLLINS 


The Irish Republican Army is an army of 
liberation, a descendant of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood, founded in New York and 
Dublin, March 17, 1857, the Irish Volunteers 
and the Irish Citizens Army, all of which fought 
in the Easter Rebellion of 1916. It was led by 
Michael Collins in what is known as the 
Irish-Anglo war (1919-1921) to free Ireland 


from British rule. The IRA had fought a guerilia 
war which defeated the British and their 
infamous Black and Tan forces, that were 
recruited from British prisons, pardoned for 
their crimes and sent to Ireland, They were 
extremely brutal and used all forms of torture, 
assassination and murder against the Irish 
people. Hitler and Mussolini copied the social 
composition of the Black and Tans for the Nazi 
55 and other fascist forces. 


Michael Collins was inexperienced as a 
negotiator and under British threats of 
escalating the war to include aerial bombing of 
cities, signed a treaty on December 7, 1921 

This treaty included the creation of an Irish Free 
State in the 26 counties of the south under 
authority of the British crown, with six counties 
(British Occupied Ireland), to remain 
temporarily under British control, This partition 
excluded three counties of what was the 
existing province of Ulster, Donegal, 
Monaghan, and Cavan, where a large Sinn Fein 
majority existed. This gerrymandering assured 
a 60% to 40% majority of unionists in the 
remaining six counties. Donegal is the 
northemmost, and is part of the Free State, so it 
is inaccurate to refer to British Occupied 
Ireland as “Northern” Ireland, 


IRISH CIVIL WAR 


The IRA was split into two factions following 
the signing of this treaty, which was approved 
by the Irish Parliament (Dail Eireann) January 
7, 1922, 64 votes to 57. A civil war broke out 
that divided the entire society between those 
that approved the terms of the treaty (Free 
Staters) and those that disapproved 
(Republicans). The Free State proponents were 
armed and backed by the British, and defeated 


carry on the struggle for a United Ireland. 


The IRA carried out a border war against 
customs posts and Royal Ulster Constabulary 
barracks from 1956 to 1962. In 1963 the 
leadership took on an ultra leftist (Marxist) 
orientation which excluded the guerilla warfare 
that had been its hallmark, In 1969-70 
following an ideological split, the Provisional 
IRA was created. This split largely had to do 
with the Official IRA's proposal to recognize 
both the Stormont and Dublin Parliaments and 
its inability to defend against loyalists attacks 
on Irish areas in 1969. 


In 1969, loyalist pogroms in Irish areas resulted 
in 524 houses being burned down and again in 
1971 two whole streets were burned out and 
200 homes burned. The British Army was sent 
in on the pretext of separating the warring 
factions, but actually to prop up a crumbling 
loyalist state, It quickly took the loyalists” side 
and became the focal point for increased 
repression of the Irish population. On Sunday 
January 30, 1972 British paratroopers murdered 
in cold blood 14 unarmed civil rights 
demonstrators on the streets of Derry. The 
commanding officer of the unit was later 
decorated with the Order of the British Empire 
by the Queen of England. 


The civil rights movement's naive attempt to 
resolve the problems of British colonization of 
Ireland by peaceful means further demonstrated 
the need for an Army of Resistance. The 
Glover Report, an internal British army report 
made public in 1978, describes the IRA as a 
well trained, highly disciplined guerilla force 
that was a nationalist movement with working 
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class roots. It stated the IRA had no direct 
international connections or Marxist orientation. 
It further admitted that the British Army could 
not defeat the IRA 


In view of the massive soph ed repression 
by the British, their puppet government in 
Stormont and its terrorist police force and 
paramilitary organizations, it would be 
impossible for the IRA to exist as a guerilla 
force without the significant support of the Irish 
people. Flection of the IRA hunger strikers to 
the Parliament in Stormont, and repeated polls. 
indicate significant support for IRA goals and 
methods, The IRA has made и a matter of 
policy not to attack some loyalist paramilitaries 
such as the Ulster Defense Association and the 
Ulster Defense Force, except m self detense, 
since their fight is with the British occupation 
forces. 


SECTARIANISM AND 
BIGOTRY SUPPORT THE 
BRITISH AND THE ELITE 


The values under which British- Occupied 
Ireland were founded are inequality, privilege 
and sectarianism. Those who support this 
occupation are mostly Protestant and are 
referred to as Unionists and Loyalists. The 
privileges these forces receive in return for their 
loyalty to the British crown are political, 
economic and social. These privileges allow an 
elite group to dominate- finance; housing, 
industry, the police, the judiciary, civil service, 
and public services. Though the majority of the 
loyalists аге working class, they receive 
preferred access to housing and jobs, In return 
they act as the shock troops for the elite ruling 
class who seek to maintain their privil 

divided, under British _ 
occupati rule. Many provide this violent 
repression of the Irish in return for the dubious 
privilege of living in ghetto housing and 
working for low wages. 


The British and their elite bigoted supporters 
use religion to divert attention from the real 
reasons for the struggle, which are polincal and 
economic deprivation It is against this colonial 
system of occupation, privilege and oppression 
that the IRA fights for Irish freedom and 
liberation. As an anarchist, 1 support this 
Struggle of the Irish people to be free once and 
for all of British domination. It would be lovely 
if the British and their puppet regime in the 
occupied six counties would agree to an all- 
Ireland plebiscite and resolve the struggle 
peacefully, but it is doubtful they ever will, 


National liberation struggles аге progressive 
because they represent the desires of the 
oppressed people to be free of colonial 
domination. Emma Goldman understood this 
and supported not only the Insh struggle against 
Britain but also the Cuban and Filipino 
struggles against Spain as well. It is my firm 
belief that all anarchists should realize this to be 
the case and support the Irish people in their 
struggle for independence. It is a progressive 
step in the long march toward а society of 
individuals free of religion, property and the 
state, which Emma so eloquently stated 
represents “the stronghold of man's 
enslavement "(Anarchism and Other Essays” by 
Emma Goldman, Dover Publications ISBN 
0-486-22484-8) 


Jay Brophy is an anarchist, а blue-collar 
trade-unionist, and a friend of PART. 


errors 


Currently, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), an association of the advanced industrial nations, is quietly drafting the Multilateral Agreement оп Investment 
(МАП. which would, through the mechanism of a commercial treaty, prevent governments from adopting any restrictions on foreign investment, and require those governments to abolish any such 
restrictions adopted by its states or municipalities. The MAI would go far beyond NAFTA or GATT (now the World Trade Organization - WTO) in writing into law the untrammeled rule of 
multinational corporations. It would permit multinationals to sue governments to enforce its provisions, while preventing governments from suing the multinationals, Such measures are prescriptions 
for corporate-run ecocide and genocide. Here Vandana Shiva, the noted Indian ecologist, and her colleagues, describe another such threat and the resistance to it. --ED. 


the Colonization of the Biosphere 


An Urgent Appeal by Vandana Shiva, Tewolde Gebre Egziabher and Martin von Hildebrand 


On July 16, 1997, the European Union Parliament voted in favor 
of proposed legislation which would allow 17-20 year patents 
(in effect, exclusive monopoly rights) to be taken out within the 
EU on living material - plants, animals and parts of humans. If 
this law is implemented — and it can still be stopped — the 
legislation would prove a major victory for those transnational 
corporations which have been lobbying to impose monopoly 
rights over life forms through the patents. It would also 
jeopardize the livelihoods of millions of people in the South. 


Legalizing Bio-piracy by the North, 
Criminalizing Agriculture in the South 


material” of plant breeding and biotechnology is to be found 
ма the deseloping countnes. Unsurprisingly, the North has long 
relied heavily on plant varetes drawn from the South, especially 
for the development of new forms of disease resistant crops. 
During the colonial penod. access to and control over the South's 
biodiversity was achieved langely by force or the threat of force. 1 


Numerous plant varieties were simply taken from the colonies of 
South and incorporated in plant breeding programs in the North, 
or stored and grown im Northern seed banks and botanical 
gardens. Despite the ending of formal colonial rule in most of the 
South. the Now of bio-diversity from South to North has 
continued unabated. Of the world’s germplasm that has been 
catalogued and available Гог scientific and commercial 
investigation, two-thirds of crop germplasm and more than 85 per 
cent of livestock and microbial material is now banked in the 
North, even though almost all of it originates in the South.2 


Moreover, through their control over the Consultative Group on 
International Research (CGIAR), Northern interests effectively 
control even those gene banks that are based in the South, 
ensuring that the agricultural research undertaken in such banks 
18 of benefit primarily to the North.2 For instance, as much as one 
third of the annual outflow of tropical seeds from the Centro 
Internacional de Mejoramiento de Maiz y Trigo (CIMMYT) in 
Mexico, one of the 16 international gene banks funded by 
CGIAR, now ends up in the hands of US transnationals such as 
Pioneer Hi-Bred and Cargill., 


Much of the agricultural bio-diversity which has been pirated 
from the South only exists because it has been maintained and 
developed by generation upon generation of Southern farmers, 
Марсл, indigenous peoples and city dwellers through systematic 
observation, experimentation, intervention and selection. Long 
before scientists were called "scientists", millions of anonymous 
farming famihes were actively engaged in the art and science of 
breeding and adapting plants to serve their social, economic, 
cultural and political needs 


Since rice was first domesticated in Asia some 8,000 years ago, 
for example, farmers and local communities have developed well 


over 100,000 different varieties. Some grow in areas which have 
five meters of rainfall a year, others in the desert; some do well 
in places with average temperatures well over 30° С. others 
flourish in fresh ог cool climates, all have depended om rural 


$ best suited 10 their m 


5 to produce 


coni 


The diversity of cropping systems and varicties that has resulted 
has long played a key role in underpinning the food security of 
Southern communities at local and national levels. It 15 the 
germplasm from such community-nurtured bio-diversity that 
multinational biotechnology companies are now seeking to 
patent. In order to establish monopoly rights over 
commercially-valuable (or potentially valuable) materials 
collected historically from the South, for example, "bio-diversity 
brokers" are now openly contacting botanical collections 
throughout Europe and North America and offering large sums 
of money in exchange for their corporate clients being given 
exclusive use of the germplasm held in the collections., 


In addition, companies and research institutes are now scouring 
the South in search of potentially valuable plants that have so far 
escaped the collectors. In most cases, companies and researchers 
have capitalized on the knowledge of local people to identify 
potentially useful agricultural or medicinal varieties, which they 
have then taken back to the North and patented (primarily under 
the US patent system) without any innovation taking place. Blood 
samples have been taken from various peoples in the South and 
some of the resulting cell lines patented. 


Recent patents taken out, or filed, as a result of such predatory 
research include those on: 


Barbasco, Clibadium sylvestre , 

A well known plant cultivated by Amazonian indigenous peoples 
for hundreds of years and used in agriculture and medicine. It is 
best known as a highly effective poison that stuns and paralyzes 
fish. A barbasco compound, with no modification, let alone 
inventive steps, has been patented by Conrad Gorinsky, president 
of the UK-based Foundation for Ethno-biology. The compound 
is being marketed to pharmaceutical giants Zeneca and Glaxo. 
(Patent Numbers: EP 610059. GB 9301920, US application 
filed.) 


Mamala, Homolanthus acuminatus 
A Pacific plant - found from New Caledonia to Tahiti - and 
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European colleagues have asked Southern partners to join with 
them in making every effort to ensure that the Directive does not 
become law. The next'stage in the European Union's legislative 
procedure takes place in November 1997, when (in a meeting of 
the Council of Ministers) the government of each EU member 
country will decide whether to approve the legislation or not. If 
enough pressure can be brought to bear on the governments, the 
legislation could still be blocked. We ask your support in 
opposing the legislation. 


widely used by Samoan peoples as a medicine. The US 
Department of Health and Human Services, the US Army and 
Brigham Young University now jointly hold a patent on a 
“prostratin compound” isolated from the plant, again with по 


9118595) 


Turmeric, Curcuma longa 

A medicinal herb long used by practitioners of ayurvedic 
medicine in India ~ the ground roots are applied to wounds to 
promote healing - turmeric has now been patented by researchers 
from the University of Mississippi (US). The US patent grants the 
university monopoly rights over "а method of promoting healing, 
оГа wound by administering tumeric to а patient afflicted with a 
wound." The patent has been challenged by the Indian Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research (Patent number US 
5,401,504) 


Far from putting а stop to such bio-piracy. the proposed EU 
Directive would actively encourage и m two ways First, bv 
granting the status of "inventions" to products and processes that 
owe their very existence to the appropriation -- that is. theft -- of 
knowledge that has been built up collectively by generations of 
anonymous experimenters, the Directive legalizes such theft, , 
Bio-piracy will no longer be piracy: it will instead be a lepal right 
enshrined in EU law, 


Second, by permitting the patenting of life forms, the Directive 
would provide industry with a new means of establishing control 
over areas of nature which were previously held in 
communities in the South. This would inevitably ст 
incentives for сотрате to pillage the common wealth and 
knowledge of humanity as they seek to exploit and control what 
they now term the "green gold" of biodiversity. 


Even those companies and researchers who are uneasy about 
taking out patents will be under immense commercial pressure to 
do so if patent rights are available. And itis the South which will 
furnish most of the plant and animal varieties over which the 
companies will seck to establish monoply control through patents 


The consequences for livelihoods in the South - and particularly 
for small-scale farmers - are severe Опсе patents have been 
established over a plant or animal used by Third World farmers. 
their right to trade that plant or animal to countries where the 


patent holds will be severely curtailed 


Recently, for example, two professors at Colorado State 
University patented a variety of quinoa (Chenopodium quinoa), 
а major Andean food crop. The male flower of the "Apelawa” 
variety has long been known to be sterile; this attribute has been 
used by the patent holders to create hybrid quinoa. The patent is 
not limited to a single variety but extends to any quinoa hybrid 
derived from Apelawa. Legally, the owners of the patent have the 
right, if they wish, to prevent, or to levy a charge on, any imports 
of any hybrid quinoa from entering the US if the hybrids are 
produced изше the Apelawa variety, Should a European patent 
be granted, the same trade restrictions would apply. Patents also 
grant the patent holder the tight to levy royalties on the seeds of 
patented varieties, even when the seeds have been saved from the 
previous year's crop 


at legislation samlar 


imense presstne front Northern companies and governments to 
do so -- farmers would be legally obliged to pay each year for the 
end product of thei own centuries-long research, , 


Keeping seed fiom one year’s crop to grow the next year’s crop is 
a traditional part of farming, particularly in the South. To allow 
rights over seeds to be handed over to corporations, which can 
then тапман or withdraw varieties as they wish, restrict access 
10 the crop, and demand royalties on farm saved seed, would 
с farmers for saving seeds or trading patented produce, 
create dependency where there was previously independence, 
force farmers to pay for what was previously free and theirs; and 
reduce farmers increasingly to the status of contracted labourers 
for corporations, For poorer sections of the community, the result 
is likely to be increased debt and, ultimately, bankruptcy and 


Undermining Food Security 


Far from enhancing food security, as the lobbyists for the 
biotechnology industry claim, patents on plant varieties and living 
organisms will drastically undermine still further the ability of 
Southern countries to feed themselves. Certainly, bio- 
technologies may increase the yield of some agricultural crops. 
However. the poor and hungry are poor and hungry not because 
there 1s 100 hitle food m the world: they are poor and hungry 
because they invariably do not have access to the means to buy 
food or to grow at for themselves, particularly as more and more 
farmers in the countries of the South are being driven off their 
lands. In the global supermarket, only those who have the income 
ло translate their biological needs into “effective demand” get to 
eal 


Increasing agricultural production (assuming this is possible 
through biotechnology) while leaving the structural causes of 
poverty and hunger intact, is а recipe not for feeding the world 


but for continuing to starve sizeable numbers within it, By 
placing control over germplasm in the hands of the richest and 
most powerful players in agriculture -- effectively allowing them 
to control the production and distribution processes from seed to 
stomach -- patenting threatens to reinforce the very social, 
political and economic structures that deny people access to food 
and which thus generate food scarcity. 


The bulk of transgenic crops, for example, are primarily being 
developed by large, often transnational, corporations. Such 
companies are not in business to give away their products: they 
sell to those who have the money to buy them. Not surprisingly, 
much of their research is directed towards developing new 
industrial markets for crops, rather than developing food for 
poorer people. In the maize sector, for example, control over new 
genetically-engineered varieties already rests with the world’s 
largest transnational corporations whose breeding programs are 
Iransfooming maize from а food into а raw цазісцаі for dusty 


genetienlly-engmecred maize, for example, involve techniques 10 
modify the quality of maize; the bulk of research is focused on 
increasing the сгор'ѕ starch content, the base for many industrial 
applications., 


Other research programs reflect a similar preoccupation with 
enhancing ри rather than food security. A report by the 
Biotechnology Industry Organization, for example, suggests that 
much effort will be devoted in future to applications beneficial to 
the transport and processing of food. Delayed ripening or rotting 
of fruit and vegetables, for instance, will improve the appearance 
of produce, allowing it to be transported over longer distances 
and kept on supermarket shelves for longer periods of time., 
Such developments have been driven by a commercial 
preoccupation with marketing foods rather than feeding poorer 
people. 


Engineering for long shelf life, however, while it may improve 
corporate profit margins, does nothing to improve the livelihoods 
of farmers or the health of the environment. Global companies 
controlling production and distribution worldwide may need 
square tomatoes and tomatoes that do not rot, but small farmers 
and consumers looking for fresh produce do not. Their interests 
are better served - as numerous small farmer groups have 
repeatedly made clear - by encouraging food to be grown and 
consumed as close as possible to the point of production, giving 
consumers and growers, not trans-nationals, greater control over 
the market, in addition to benefitting the environment through 
reduced transport-related pollution. 


Indeed, on the farm, biotechnology is driving farmers further and 
further towards mono-culture production and genetic uniformity. 
The effect will be to undermine food security further by eroding 
the very bio-diversity on which a sustainable, healthy agriculture 
rests. In addition, there is a very real risk that genetic pollution — 
adding to the existing heavy environmental burden of chemi 
pollution — could fatally disrupt key ecological and biol 
Processes, causing genetic alterations to the entire food chain that 
will remain as a legacy for all future generations. 
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Whereas the production, trade and use of harmful chemicals can 
be banned to minimize further damage, such a ban on genetic 
pollutants would be useless because, once in the environment 

living organisms continue to reproduce themselves regardless of 
human laws., Such alterations are already occurring as a result of 
genetically-modified crops and foods which have been introduced 
into the environment and food chain. Allowing commercial 
concerns the right to patent living organisms can only increase 
both the rate of genetic changes in the food chain and the 
likelihood of major, adverse modifications, 


Undermining the South in the 
World Trade Organization 


Persuaded by the powerful moral, economic, political and social 
arguments against patenting life forms, many NGOs and peoples’ 
organizations in the South have successfully pressed their 
governments to develop alternative sui generis systems of 
intellectual property rights, as permitted under the WTO, These 
systems would protect genuine inventions whilst at the same time 
safeguarding public access to the traditional knowledge systems 
that ети the sustainable use of resources amongst Southern 
communities. 


Such sui generis systems аге being strenuously opposed by the 
USA. Earlier this year, for example, the US warned Thailand that 
а draf Bill aimed at recognizing and protecting traditional 
medical genetic resources and knowledge could be in violation of 
the TRIPs agreement of the WTO. The draft bill had not even 
been seen by the US government when the warning was issued. 


In 1999, the WTO is due to review its clause permitting countries 
to exclude plants and animals from patenting and to develop their 
own sui generis systems. The EU Directive would preempt a full 
and open discussion of the clause and seriously undermine the 
ability of Souther governments to resist pressure from the US 10 
introduce patents on life. The proposed EU Directive would 
effectively foreclose one of the few potentially democratic 
opportunities within the WTO for countries to negotiate over the 
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100 Years Ядо: 


Colonialism and Resistance in Paradise 
Mass finti-finnexation Rally in Hawai`i 


by Noenoe Silva 


In the spring of 1897, U.S. President William McKinley agreed 
on an annexation treaty with the haole (foreign/white) oligarchy 
called "the Republic of Hawaii" [which been installed in an 
1895 coup backed by the U.S. military against the indigenous 
independent Kingdom of Hawai'i --ed.]. The large patriotic 
organizations, Hui Aloha 'Aina о Na Kane (for men), Hui Aloha 
‘Aina о Na Wahine (for women) and Hui КаІаі'аіпа organized 


rallies and a great petition drive in response. 


On September 7, 1897, there was a mass rally at Palace Square 
--thousands of Kanaka Maoli [indigenous Hawai'ian people] 
attended. James Keauiluna Kaulia, president of Hui Aloha 'Аіпа, 
gave a speech, and so did David Kalauokalani, president of Hui 
Kalai‘aina. 


Kaulia said that the makua Ali'i -- the Kamehamehas -- 
had established Hawai'i as an independent nation, and 
that independence is а "pono hooilina no ka lahui" -- an 
inherited (inherent!) right of our people. It is also what 
the аппехацопіѕіѕ wish to bury, He said if the people 
agree to annexation they are agreeing to be buried alive. 
He warmed that annexation would open the door to many 
other people to move here and take jobs and resources 
away, from the Kana ted x 
kakou e noho ai?” ? 
shouted their answer: "1 ka mauna!” "In the mountains!" 
Which can be interpreted as a metaphor for homelessness 
-- when one can't farm or fish on one's land, one has to go 
gathering in the mountains for food. 


Whee wie 5 


Не said, we must show the people of the United States 
that we are all opposed to annexation. (It was understood 
that the U.S. was supposedly a democracy, and that the 
people have a right to choose their own form of 
government), He said "If we remain steadfast in our 
opposition to annexation, they can keep trying until the 
walls of lolani Palace crumble, and never will we be 
annexed." At the end. he said: "No laila, mai makau, е 
kupaa ma ke Aloha і ka Aina, а е lokahi ma ka manao, е 
kue loa aku i ka hoohui ia o Hawaii me Amerika a hiki i 
ke aloha aina hope loa!" 


"Therefore, do not be afraid, remain steadfast in your 
Love for the Land, and be of one mind, forever protest the 
annexation of Hawaii'i to America until the very last 
Aloha Aina." (aloha aina, of course, means loyal Kanaka 
Maoli -- a patriot). 


David Kalauokalani explained the treaty to the crowd. 
This rally kicked off the petition drive. The Petition of 
Hui Aloha Aina was called "Palapala Hoopii Kue Hoohui 
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Aina a Ka Lahui" -- Petition of the Nation Protesting 
Annexation. Members of the Hui Aloha Aina traveled to 
the various islands gathering signatures. At the end there 
were over 10,000 signatures on the men's petition, and 
over 10,000 more on the women's petition. 


On October 8, 1897 there was another mass rally, partly 


anaka Maoli that annexation wa о 
them. Instead, they showed him their mind in mass rally 
Kaulia, Kalauokalani, with William Auld as secretary, 
and with John Richardson, traveled to Washington D.C. 
to present the petitions. They met with Senator Поаг, and 
Senator Pettigrew. 


The petitions were spoken about on the Senate floor; the 
whole U.S. Senate heard about them. They were sent to 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. They remain 
now in the National Archives of the United States, in 
D.C. on the Mall, in the files of that committee. There 
are 566 pages of signatures. Assistance is currently being 
sought to obtain all 566 pages, and to put a copy into a 
public library, the archives at UH Manoa, so that 
researchers in Hawaii can access these historical 
documents. 


[Ed. Note: Few remember today that the Senate refused 
to ratify the treaty. Annexation of Hawai'i was realized 
through a joint resolution of the House and Senate the 
following year, which required only a simple majority, 
rather than the two-thirds required by the Constitution to 
ratify a treaty in the Senate. Thus 1898, which also saw 
the “Spanish American War,” with U.S. colonization of 
Puerto Rico and occupation of Cuba and the Philippines, 
marks the expansion of the U.S. from a continental 
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empire to a global опе.] 


For more information please contact: Noenoe Silva 
noenoe@hawaii.edu 
For more information on the illegality of Hawaii's 
annexation sec: 

http://hawaii-nation.org/mauidemo.html 


0 exation: Ta on ore/treatyprot” 
And find links to other related web resources at: , 
http://honolulu.miningco.convlibrary/weekly/aa090197 
Мт 


Но`овш ‘ата pala Ка таГа -- Annexation [is] ripe 
bananas: А saying that cropped up when the talk of the 
annexation of Hawai'i began. It was a sign of bad luck to 
encounter someone with a bunch of bananas while on a 
business trip. Hence this warning that annexation will 
bring bad luck to Hawai'i. --'Olelo Мо’саи #1063 Mary 
Kawena Pukui 

Hawai'i - Independent & 
info@hawaii-nation.org 

“The cause of Hawaii and independence is larger and 
dearer than the life of any man connected with it. Love of 
country is deep-seated in the breast of every Hawaiian, 
whatever his station." -- Queen Lili'uokalani 


Sovereign 


PART still has available, for $1.00, a ‘symposium on 
Hawaiian sovereignty’ featuring documents of the 
indigenous Hawaiian sovereignty movement, testimony 
from a 1995 international tribunal, as well as perspectives 
on Hawaiian sovereignty from the New Afrikan 
independence movement. 


Send $1 to PART, PO Box 1055, Culver City CA 90232. 
tanni Ў oe 
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Resisting Racist Terror 
on Staten Island 


An interview with Gary Phaneuf, Stop the Hate / Stand Against the Klan 


PART: Can you describe the most recent hate crimes on 
Staten Island? 


Gary: Actually, there has been an epidemic of hate crime on 
Staten Island since the spring and through the summer. This 
climaxed in an attack on an African American cemetery, a 
designated historic site dating back before the Civil War. 
Twenty-six tombstones were desecrated. This cemetery, at 
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, maintained by 
the Sandy Ground Historical Society, is part of the site of one 
of the oldest communities of free Blacks in the United States, 
dating back to 1832. The community was established by 
Black oyster-men, who fished those waters, owned their own 
boats, and eventually settled in the area, building their own 
homes. Some descendants of the original community still live 


continue to attend services at the church or to keep up the 
cemetery through participating in the Historical Society. It's a 
travesty that this living community, its ancestors, and its rich 
history, should have been attacked in this way. 


PART: You mentioned an epidemic of hate crime. What are 
some of the other incidents? 


Gary: Just a week earlier, a Black woman waiting at a bus 
stop heading to work, minding her own business, was 
accosted by two white men who pulled ир in a саг. Опе тап 
said, " Lady, do you know what a skin-head is?" He pointed to 
his waist-band, where he indicated or implied that he had a 
gun. He then pointed his finger to his head and motioned as if 
to pull a trigger. Then they drove off. 


in the area. Others, who no longer live on Staten Island, 


PART: Have there been any arrests made? 


after first discounting the incidents. There was a 
агре meeting at the church at which the Borough 
President, Molinari, attempted to dominate, but 
anti-Klan activists did speak from the floor. Because of 
the level of community outrage, the establishment in 
Staten Island are trying to do damage control and drag 
in suspects. 


PART: What other hate crime activity has been 
happening on Staten Island? 


Gary: It turns out that the same weekend as the 
historic Black cemetery was hit, the Baron Hirsch 
Jewish cemetery was also vandalized. Actually, it was 
also hit three times in three weeks at the beginning of 
the summer, but it was hushed up by the media. The 
local paper finally printed coverage of the anti-Jewish 
vandalism and acknowledged that the Hirsch cemetery 
was hit a total of seven times over the summer. 
Basically, they took the attitude that it's hit all the time, 
so it's not news. 


A synagogue, Congregation B'nai Israel, had been 
desecrated the week before; | walked to the train station 
nearby after taking photos of the desecration, and at the 
Bay Terrace station of Staten Island Rapid Transit the 
walls were covered with racist graffiti, swastikas, white 
power and Klan slogans, skin-head nation and 
drawings of hooded Klansmen, racial slurs and death 
threats. The station I saw was covered with it and 


luckily I was able to document it. It turned out that at 


people could respond. This was 
unusual, as in other cases huge swastikas and other 
racist graffiti have remained up for months without 
comment or action. But the powers-that-be on the 
Island are embarrassed by the current wave of hate 
crime activity and want to cover it up. 


In May, a white fire-fighter was beaten on his lawn by 
self-proclaimed skin-heads who had been banging on a 
neighbor's door who was a fellow skin operating a 
tattoo parlor where the bone-heads were getting white 
power tattoos. When the fire-fighter asked them to 
hold the noise down, they started beating him, saying 
don't mess with skins, taking photos of the beating 
themselves. They were arrested, but the district 
attorney did a song and dance, saying it wasn't a hate 
crime because the victim was white. They were 
portrayed as "kids who should be given a break." 


PART: Do you believe there is an organized force 
behind all this violence? 


Gary: Unquestionably. The National Alliance is active 
on Staten Island. That's the group whose leader, 
William Pierce, wrote the book " Turner Diaries" which 
was the basis for the Oklahoma City bombing. Two 
years ago, after a demonstration we held against 
organized racists was disrupted by the National 
Alliance, we discovered a burned-out car on which 
these racists had painted, " Timothy McVeigh is a 
hero." They had made death threats against us for 


organizing the rally. but when they showed up they 


arrested for later attacking neighborhood residents after 
the police had protected them and separated them from 
the anti-Klan demonstrators 


What's going on in Staten Island, given the attacks on 
cemeteries and a church and synagogue is comparable 
to the church-burning situation in the South. A bomb 
threat was phoned in to the second largest mosque in 
the northeast, whose population is mostly Albanian. A 
Jewish family had its car torched and a note was left 
saying, "Death to the Jews." The local paper reported 
on that incident in its Easter Sunday edition, and some 
Staten Island residents wrote to complain the 
newspaper was dishonoring Easter. 


PART: What are you doing about this situation? 


Gary: Personally, | have been to services at the church 
that was hit, and at the synagogue that was hit, as an 
act of solidarity. I've been reporting these cases to the 
media and we have received some significant coverage. 
particularly from the Village Voice and the local 
Pacifica station. | was on the air with a number of 
people from the Sandy Ground church and historical 
society. We are trying to develop an organized 
community response, including a fund-raiser for the 
church and a Not-in-Our-Town program. 


If people want to reach Gary Phaneuf, they can call him 
at 718-984-9429, 
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